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é ? 
All hail! the King of Glory, hail! 
This day He rides again, 
Though not in Zion's storied streets 
But in the hearts of men. 
O heart of mine, O heart of mine, 
May He find room in thee, 
That having Him as thine own guest 
Thy life may lovely be. 


No longer may the sons of men 
Bestrew Thy path with palms, 

Yet we, the loud hosanna cry 

May raise in ancient psalms. 

But when we think of days long gone, 
Of Unforgotten years, 
We bow our heads in reverent awe 
And worship through our tears. 


This day come Thou into our hearts, 
Take Thou Thy rightful place, 

That we may grow to be like Thee, 
Ennobled by Thy grace: 

That, kind in heart and pure in soul, 
Our lives may be like Thine, 

Our task to carry on Thy work 

To make all life divine, ~ 
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MODERN SUBSTITUTES 
FOR WISDOM 


WAYNE C. CLARK 


—the reiterated watchword, “Be Smart;” 

—the ideal, the suave, laconic, blasé, 
slightly bored ‘Man of Distinction;’’—the 
most used phrase, “I’ve been around;’ its 
characteristic, shallowness and frustration:— 
its weakness, a chameleon-like compliance that 
fears divergence from the social pattern, and 
an insincerity that is colored by cynicism. 

Another emphasis of our day is knowledge. 
Our efforts are geared to the idea that educa- 
tion, and education alone, will solve all our 
problems, civic, social and moral, and that the 
genesis of all our troubles in times past has 
been the lack of it. 

Yet in the midst of such emphasis on erudi- 
tion the greatest war of all time broke out, 
and the greatest incidence of mental and moral 
unbalance came to be. Something of the con- 
sternation of our day has been expressed in 
the puzzled exclamation of an_ intellectual 
whose life was askew morally: “It beats me,” 
he said, “a Ph.D. and unable to solve my own 
problems.” This mental and moral consterna- 
tion is further epitomized in the assertion of a 
college graduate who said, “College gave us 
spokes but no hub. We came away with knowl- 
edge, but no purpose, and therein is our 
dilemma.’”’ Our educational strategy has erred 
in the theory that man can be departmentalized, 
and his intellect nourished without concern for 
his morals and his soul. 


Y \HE emphasis of our day is sophistication; 


Again, the emphasis of our day has been 


power. One group afirms that knowledge is 
power. Another affirms that power is wisdom. 
This is the inevitable concomitant of a mater- 
jalistic culture. “If you got d’ bucks,” it is 
said, “you don’t need nuttin’ else.” 

_ A significant meeting occurred in 1923 in 
Chicago’s Edgewater Beach Hotel. Among 
hose present were ten of the world’s greatest 
anciers. Surely they were an imposing group 
ho had learned the secret of making money. 


irst Baptist Church 
Vaukegan, Illinois 


ebruary, I 950 


Twenty-five years later what does the picture 
look like? Charles: Schwab, the president of 
the largest independent steel company, has died 
bankrupt. He lived on borrowed money five 
years before his death. Samuel Insull, the 
president of the greatest utility company, has 
died a fugitive from justice and penniless in a 
foreign land. Howard Hopson, the president 
of the largest gas company, has become insane. 
Arthur Cutter, the greatest wheat speculator, 
has died abroad, insolvent. Richard Whitney, 
the president of the New York Stock Exchange, 
has been recently released from Sing Sing. . 
Albert Fall, a member of President Harding’s 
Cabinet, has been pardoned from prison so- he 
could die at home. Jesse Livermore, the great- 
est bear on Wall Street, has committed suicide. 
Ivar Krueger, the head of a great monopoly, 
has been a suicide, as has Leon Fraser, the 
president of International Settlements. All 
tried to live by power. They knew well the 


att of making money, but not one of them 


learned how to live. 

The error does not lie in sophistication as 
such. One should know the ways of the world, 
for gullibility is no virtue. Our error lies in 
that we have tried to make sophistication a 
substitute for wisdom. Our error does not lie 
in knowledge as such. Knowledge is essential. 
In a sense it zs power. Ignorance is not a 
virtue. It is sinful. Our error lies in that we 
have tried to make knowledge a substitute for 
wisdom. Our error does not lie in our quest 
for power. Such a quest is natural and healthy, 
within certain limits. Our error lies in that 
we have endeavored to make power a substi- 


_tute for wisdom. 


“Wisdom is the principal thing,” asserted 
the sage of old. “Therefore get wisdom, and 
with all thy getting get understanding.” 

What is wisdom? Sips 

Wisdom is understanding, and understand- 
ing is insight. = 

Wisdom is insight into the secret of success- 
ful human relationships. No person can be 
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termed truly wise who does not know how 
to get along with others, who has to dominate 
others by compliance or aggression, who is con- 
tinually involved in emotionally charged situa- 
tions. An authority in human relationships has 
stated that the inability to cooperate with 
others, at home, work or play, is more often 
the cause of a person’s failure than is his lack 
of skills, technique or training. A firm once 
issued a statement that more than half their 
cimployees who were discharged, could do their 
work satisfactorily, but made more trouble than 
they were worth. 

No person is wise who has not learned, 
experiencially, Jesus’ secret of harmonious liv- 
ing: ‘“Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, do ye even so unto them.”” One 
may be sophisticated, educated, and affuent, 
but he is not wise until he has learned to live 
harmoniously with others. 

Wisdom is insight into one’s own self. No 
person is truly wise who is continually blaming 
others for his misfortunes, who, like Adam, 
says, “This woman you gave me is the cause 
of all my trouble,” who is unable to face 
frankly the disagreeable truth about himself, 
who is never willing to face the fact that most 
of his troubles are of his own making. 

Two trappers were caught in a Northwest 
blizzard. Their cabin was engulfed, and the 
men were isolated from civilization. One man 
died from hunger and cold. His solitary com- 
panion buried the body in the snow outside the 
door. The next morning, to his horrified 
amazement, he found the dead man sitting at 
the table. This gruesome thing recurred three 
times. On the third morning the survivor 
went beserk, fired a bullet into the dead man’s 
head and turned the gun on himself. Rescuers 
reconstructed the tragedy thus: each night the 
man would arise in his sleep, disinter the body, 
and bring it back. So, in a similar way, with- 
out realizing it, we continue to bring back our 
deep-down fears, hates, and conflicts, and 
thrust them into every situation. The result is 
continued chaos, whether one be in Illinois or 
California. es 

Wisdom is insight into the validity of good- 
ness. No person is wise who insists on sub- 
stituting sophistication, craftiness, and clever- 
ness for goodness. If there be such a one, let 
him become a fool that he may become wise. 

One of the wisest men I’ve read about was 
gaunt, homely Abraham Lincoln. Wherein lay 
his wisdom? Not in sophistication, for he was 
painfully rustic. Not in erudition, for his edu- 
cation was not of the universities. He was 
reared on the Bible and Pilgrim’s Progress. 
His wisdom lay not in power, for that was 
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continually challenged. His wisdom lay in his 
utter honesty, his sincerity, and the integrity 
of his soul. He was the kind of man you could 
bet your life on. Therein lay his power. 

Another of the wisest men I’ve read about 
was William Penn. He had abundant oppor- 
tunity to acquire the sophistication and supet- 
ficialty of his day, for he was reared in a dis: 
solute court, but one day he met God face tc 
face in a Quaker meeting, and gave Him hi: 
soul. His guiding text became: “This is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even out 
faith.” He came to America and became the 
Indians’ most trusted friend. “It was the onl) 
treaty ever made without an oath,” wrote 
cynical Voltaire of Penn’s dealings with the 
Indians, “and the only treaty never broken.” Ir 
transparent sincerity lay his wisdom, and it 
such wisdom lay his power. Of him Bancroft 
the historian, affirmed, “Love without dissimu 
lation formed the basis of his being. No on 
doubted his integrity.” 

When great figures stride through the cor 
ridors of your memory in years to come, you 
appraisal of their worth will probably not bi 
based on the proposition ‘“Was he sophisti 
cated?” or “Was he erudite?” or “Was hi 
affluent?” The determinative proposition wil 
probably be, “Was he good?” Therein wil 
reside his lasting benefaction to humanity. 

Small wonder, when God asked Solomon t 
name his greatest request, the young king re 
plied, “Lord, give me an understanding heat 
that I may discern between good and evil.” 

Small wonder Jesus said, “Whosoever heat 
eth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, 
will liken him unto a wise man, which buil 
his house upon a rock: And the rain de 
scended, and the floods came, and the wind 
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fel 
not: for it was founded upon.a rock. An 
every one that heareth these sayings of mine 
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto 
foolish man, which built his house upon th 
sand: and the rain descended, and the flood 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon th: 
pene and it fell: and great was the fa 
of it.” 


God’s Saws : 


As a boy I used to help my father with 
cross-cut saw. Sometimes I'd get in a hurt 
and bear down on my end of the saw. The 
father would say: “Don’t ride it, son: If tk 
saw won't cut, it needs filing.” Father wi 


right. All you need to do with a sharp sa 
is to work it. God’s saws are always shar} 
All we need to do is to work them, and that 


easy —Snyder Alleman. 


SETTING 
THE SERMON 


GORDON PRATT BAKER 


FRIEND of mine once inherited a mag- 

nificent diamond. I still remember the 

day he first proudly showed it to me 
d how I caught my breath with admiration as 
danced against its protective black velvet 
th, much as the primal dew-drop must have 
stened in the newly-created sun. Truly, I 
ought, here was the kind of treasure which 
> poet Keats had immortalized as “a thing 
beauty and a joy forever.” 
Some months later the same friend eagerly 
owed me a new ring. The gold band twisted 
th the tendrils of a growing plant, thicken- 
x toward the center where a series of folia- 
ms simulated wild rose petals, while barely 
ible in the heart of the yellow cluster a 
lite stone blinked timidly at the light. “What 
you think of it?” he asked. “It’s lovely,” 
eplied. “But the diamond in this ring is not 
arly as beautiful as the diamond you in- 
rited.’’ For a long moment he looked at me 
d then said softly, “This 7s the diamond I 
herited. I simply had it mounted in an un- 
ual setting.” 
How many excellent sermons lose their 
shtful impact because they are submerged in 
tings which veil their significance! Just as 
7 friend’s diamond lost its sparkle when over- 
adowed by sculptured roses, so our preaching 
ses its fire when subordinated to bizarre or 
ssonant worship. 
I hold that the sermon is central, It is the 
ib around which all else revolves. If the 
ib is weak the wheel will wobble and break. 
st as all the spokes tie into the hub to-make 
ssible the wheel, so all phases of the ser- 
ce must tie into the sermon to make possible 
demptive worship. 
The sermon is not merely a traditional ad- 
nct to liturgical exercises. Nor is liturgy 
srely a kind of religious “‘filler’’ intended to 
und out the prescribed sixty minutes. Both 
2 integral parts of the wheel with the sermon 
the hub. 
Granting this premise, it becomes necessary 
r us to plan our entire service around the 
‘monic theme. Men are uneasy when they 
hold a wheel with its spokes a-jangle. Simi- 
ly, they are spiritually skittish before a dis- 
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jointed worship. There must be some unifying 
purpose running throughout the program and 
that purpose must be caught up, crystallized, 
and climaxed in the preaching, if, like the 
disciples who met Thomas after the Resurrec- 
tion, our people are to declare: ‘“We have seen 
the Lord!” 

Obviously the preachet’s first task is to 
select a theme which is important enough to 
be central, Many so-called “populat’’ types of 
sermon are too shallow to attract to themselves 
the basic appeals of Holy Writ or the trium- 
phant witness of great hymns. It is impossible 
to blend effective responsive readings with 
topics which are entirely peripheral, since the 
Scriptures from which these readings are taken 
treat of fundamental experiences. How often 
we fail to realize that, to no small extent, the 
pastoral prayer takes its form and expression 
from the sermonic theme. This does not mean 
that the prayer is a preview of the sermon. For 
a vital worship experience, it ought not to be. 
But it does mean that the prayer will reflect 
the depths to which the preacher has sunk his 
wells of salvation. 

Once we have chosen a basic subject— and 
expository preaching will always guarantee such 
a choice—we must determine a single descrip- 
tive phrase or word as a standard of judgment 
against which to project the various elements 
essential to the service. However fine a portion 
of liturgy may be in itself, or however inspir- 
ing the music of a particular hymn, used in 
contrast with a theme rather than in coordina- 
tion with it, these factors become disruptive — 
elements and defeat the very purpose for which 
the service is planned. Selected because of 
their elemental affinity, they help to bring our 
ans into the presence of the Most High 
Go 


For example take John 18:1—" . . . Jesus 

. went forth with his disciples over the 

brook Cedron, where was a garden . . .’ What 

single phrase captures the spiritual essence of 

this passage? It is, Great Decisions in Times 
of Crisis. 

Let this be our yardstick, then, in determin- 
ing subject, hymns, responsives, and all other 
aspects of our liturgy. The phrase, itself, 
might constitute our title, or we might call the 
sermon, “Crossing the Cedron.” Or again, 
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“Christian Rubicons”’ could be its appellation. 
Whatever the title our fundamental thought 1s 
summed up in one word: decision. Conse- 
quently, we may elect hymns such as, “Rise 
Up, O Men of God!”, “Take My Life and 
Let it Be,” or Harry Emerson Fosdick’s match- 
less prayer-hymn, “God of Grace and God of 
Glory.”” The hymnody of the Church offers 
any number of selections which challenge to 
great decisions. For our Scripture we might 
use, besides the passage containing our text, 
the thrilling story of Joshua’s momentous deci- 
sion, “As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.” (Joshua 24:1-18) Concordances of 


responsive readings disclose great variety in. 


this department under such headings as “‘Bear- 
ing Witness,’ “Loyalty,” and “Discipleship.” 
Also available are any number of choral pieces 
and anthems relating to the same theme. 

Each minister will determine for himself 
the specific places in his program where he will 
use these complementary elements of worship. 
In doing so he ought to govern himself accord- 
ing to the climactic pitch toward which he is 
working. No matter how germane his selection 
of hymns may be, he will detract from the 
psychological effect of his‘ service if he closes 
with a song weaker than the one with which 
he opened his worship. Likewise, if his place- 
ment of liturgical phases causes awkwardness 
of rising or sitting, or if it contributes to dis- 
tractive delays, he forfeits much of the impact 
which his sermon would otherwise have, inas- 
much as he will have introduced a restless or 
impatient note into his congregation’s thinking. 

One of the most difficult placements to make 
is that of the anthem. Much depends here upon 
the ability and cooperativeness of the choir. 
Those men who have both in their singers 
possess no problem. Many of us, however, 
must work with groups which, for all their 


Calm After Storm 


zeal, have little talent or which, for all their 
talent, have little sense of submission to an 
over-all worship program. A poorly produced 
or entirely alien anthem, sung immediately 
prior to the sermon, puts the preacher at va 
distinctive disadvantage. To offset this, it has 
been my personal practice to introduce the 
anthem as early in the service as is feasible, 
separating it from congregational singing by 
appropriate collects, responsive readings, Scrip- 
ture, and similar liturgical devices. Just before 
preaching I call for a hymn designed to pre- 
pare the people’s minds and hearts for the 
theme which I shall present. Usually a moment 
of silent prayer and meditation follows this 
hymn, permitting an air of reverent expectancy 
against which to project the sermon. 

One of the subtler pitfalls threatening an 
effective service, is the temptation to make the 
prayer following the a sermon a résumé of the 
theme which the minister has just expounded. 
We must not forget that this prayer, too, estab- 
lishes and maintains a spiritual atmosphere. In 
every sense of the word, therefore, it should be 
a genuine prayer and not a homiletic review. 
It should be brief without being terse. It should 
be aspirational in nature and committal in 
character. In short, it should build upon the 
fundamental hope of the sermon without con- 
tinuing the sermonic development. 

In like manner the benediction ought not to 
be regarded merely as a formalized conclusion 
of worship. Rather it is an expression of apos- 
tolic experience which, carried into society, 
will change the world. Therefore it is unwise 
to use what, for want of a better term, we may 
call ‘‘a home-made benediction.” Let our 
people leave the sanctuary with the realization 
that the ages have drawn near to illumine the 
age, that they are part of an endless procession 
on pilgrimage to the City of God. 


REID CROWELL 


When I have had some problem or a grief 
And-there was seemingly no quick relief, 

I have been calmed when I recall the light 

After a storm that came before the night. 

The trees, which had bowed down before the strain 
Of lashing wind and force of lancing rain, 


Stood motionless with waxen leaves of green | 


Etched bright against the sky of azure sheen. 

I stood in awe within the sulphur glow, 

That bathed the world in its strong undertow, 
And with delight, now that the storm had ceased, 


I saw the rain 


w curving in the east. 


This is the sign of God’s assutance set 
Upon the sky that I cannot forget, 


And in my troubled hours I lift my hands 
And know that peace will come, the promise stands. 
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—The Classmate. 


The Ex positor 


WASHINGTON 
AND LINCOLN 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


ROM 1776, the year of the Declaration 

of Independence, until 1865, the close 

of the Civil War, there was no name 
n America which could approach the fame 
f George Washington. But since the Civil 
War, there has taken place the apotheosis 
ff Lincoln. The star of his personality and 
ame has waxed brighter and brighter, while 
he star of Washington has faded. Until the 
md of the Civil War, no name exerted an 
nfluence upon other men, and especially upon 
oung men and their ambitions, comparable 
o that of George Washington. Lincoln, him- 
elf, is the best illustration of what that influ- 
nce was. On his way to Washington to be 
naugurated in 1861, he stopped at Trenton, 
New Jersey, and addressed the Legislature. 
Trenton and the Delaware River recalled to 
incoln the crossing of the Delaware before 
he battles of Trenton and Princeton. Referring 
o this event, Lincoln told his audience how 
yne day as a boy he got hold of a small book, 
‘Weem’s Life of Washington.’ However his- 
orians may ridicule the book, it has exerted 
| greater influence upon American youth than 
Ul the historians put together. The reading of 
hat life of Washington was a day of soul 
wakening for Abraham Lincoln. But since 
he Civil War, the spell of Lincoln upon young 


nen has been far more powerful than that of. 


Washington. 

Washington was a Virginia planter and 
Lincoln a frontier lawyer. Both were educated 
n the school of experience, where both learned 
nuch of men and of themselves. Washington 
very early in his life was touched by the cur- 
ent of great world events; whereas Lincoln, 
most until the time of his election to the 
residency, was buried in a provincial life and 
‘nvironment. Washington’s early life was full 
yf excitement; Lincoln’s was full of sorrow, 
oneliness and travail of soul. Both were widely 
travelled; Washington, to the mountains and 
he Ohio; Lincoln, through the southwest to 
New Orleans. 

Washington married an unromantic widow 
vith two children and one of the largest estates 
1 Virginia, and in his home at Mt. Vernon 
yund tranquility and peace. Lincoln married 
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the fiery, ambitious, intelligent and ill-tempered 
Mary Todd, and domestic tranquility and peace 
fled from him. Yet Mary Todd’s ambition pre- 
vented Lincoln from becoming an unheard of 
Governor of the Territory of Oregon. 

Both strangers to college halls, Washington 
and Lincoln achieved a noble style of com- 
position, Washington’s permanent contribution 
to political and national thought is the almost 
inspired Farewell Address; whereas Lincoln, 
with a touch of genius which does not illum- 
inate the prose of Washington, made Gettys- 
burg as immortal for a speech as it is for a 
battle. 

Washington dealt with frontier problems 
and political questions. Lincoln dealt with a 
great moral question, for which the political 
discussion and conflict were only a foil. Wash- 
ington in his will manumitted his slaves; and 
had all Americans followed the example of the 
father of his country, slavery would not have 
threatened the Union and the world would 
never have heard of Abraham Lincoln. 

Washington and Lincoln were both victims 
of slander and detraction. Washington was 
accused of incapacity, lack of patriotism and 
hypocrisy. Lincoln was likened to an ape. In 
adversity and in trial, both were patient, long 
suffering and kind. 

Washington was calm, serene, unperturbed, 
steady. Lincoln, often on the heights, was also 
often in the depths, and on one occasion went 
so far as to offer to resign his high office. 
Both had faith in God and His over-ruling 
providence among men and nations. Both 
prayed earnestly—Washington at Valley Forge, 
Lincoln during the battle of Gettysburg. Wash- 
ington’s faith was a part of his life from his 
youth up. But Lincoln fought his way to faith 
through many doubts. 

Washington was the stronger character. At 
the time of the quarrel with General Lee, it 
was feared that Lee would challenge Wash- 
ington to a duel, and that Washington would 
thus jeopardize his life. But his close friend 
Mason, said that there was no ground for 
fear, that Washington had only contempt for 
the man who sends and the man who accepts 
a challenge, for he abhorred duelling as a relic 
of barbarism, repugnant alike to sound morality 
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The ous Columns 


Sound Dimes and Counterfeit Dollars 


“" 


[ OW WIERD the day seems, when com- 
pared with those fifty, or twenty-five, 
or even ten years ago. We live in a 

new world today, not necessarily a_ better 
world, for the worth of things bears no 
slightest relation to their age. To discard the 
old for the new, simply because it is old, is 
sheerest folly. 

The airplane, a mere box-kite contraption 
in those days, can now travel its four-motored 
sky-route across the sea, without a human on 
board. It has bested double the speed of sound 
at sea level having topped 1900 miles an hour. 
Our rockets have travelled some 160 miles 
above the earth’s surface, the while making 
record on the ground, of the data of the 
journey. Flying saucers, labelled by no minor 
authority, visitors from some other planet, sail 
mysteriously through our atmosphere. Today, 
even the scientists shudder when they speak 
with bated breath of having made energies 
identical with the sun’s, a weapon of destruc- 
tion only, which someday may destroy the very 
earth upon which its creators stand. This ovr 
errant world terms ‘‘progress.”’ 

Surely, things are not standing still, at least 
in the field of science. But there is a greater 
potential field than that of science. It is spirit- 
ual, a potentiality we push back upon _ its 
haunches, the while we gaze, starry-eyed and 
incomprehensive at our so-called “‘progress.” 

The church has made progress. Make no 
mistake about that. But we are prone to forget 
that our people go to church to worship, to 


be comforted, guided, and empowered from - 


above, in material days which fairly make their 
heads swim with stupefacient.progress. Why, 
then, should hinderances be put in the way of 
their finding that for which they seek? Is 
there not to be, for them, one haven to which 
they may go to quiet their pounding hearts 
and still their growing fears, which are part 
and parcel of this ‘progress’? Are we of the 
ministry to continue to proffer the blessed 
peace which passes knowing, with one hand, 
only to withhold it with the other? 

The flood which carries death, and destruc- 
tion, and desolation with it, is nothing but the 
combined particles of finest mist somewhere 
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once drawn skyward by the sun. Imperceptible 
individually. Carnage, collectively. 

Wasn't it Collier who said something to the 
effect that nothing is graceful that is not your 
own? Certainly, nothing is as becoming to you 
as that which is your own. That is true of your 
voice, particularly. How you speak may nullify 
what you speak. Carelessness, while in the pul- 
pit, is responsible for what some call the 
deadly pulpit-tone.” It is just that, a pulpit- 
tone, and deadly. 

Why should one with an attractive, con- 
versational toned voice think it needful to go 
stilted, flamboyant, magniloquent the moment 
he enters the rostrum? The last place in the 
world the one of reasoning ability expects to 
find artificiality, in all its flabby ornamentation, 
is in the pulpit. Yet right there it so frequently 
is, always a barbed-wire entanglement between 
the cross on one side and those who have come 
to kneel before it, on the other. 

“Be thyself,’ is just as vital an admonition, 
while conducting a church service, as the 
Greek’s ‘Know thyself,” for neither we nor 
our people may know us unless we are our- 
selves. 

The salvation of souls, as The Expositor 
sees it, is the greatest obligation the minister 
may know. It’s an obligation a bit too serious 
to trifle with, with vain artificialities of voice. 

Better a sound dime than a counterfeit 
dollar. a 


Finding the Range 


Sar YEARS ago the pastor of a western 
city church announced in the Saturday 
afternoon daily that his pulpit offered “a 
sane and wholesome gospel for contented, 
happy people!” Before smiling at his naivete, 
it might be well to inquire how many clergy- 
men would be willing to advertise the opposite: _ 
“An upsetting gospel for the down att out.” 
Which poses the question, “Can a preacher 
have more than one target?” If so, which one — 
shall he select? John Wesley slanted his minis-— 
try toward the poor and wicked and was mar- 
velously successful. But the beneficent effects — 
of conversion and the consequent virtues of q 
industry, sobriety and thrift, soon lifted the 
converts out of the ranks of the poor and 
wicked. Then they needed a different kind of © 


r 
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ospel and Wesley's successors have been 
restling, none too happy, with that problem 
ver since. How can the Christian pastor and 
is lay-helpers render acceptable service to two 
f more groups whose needs are different, not 
) say antithetical ? 

In practice most churches of the leading de- 

ominations do what the western pastor said 
is church aimed to do—they minister to 
ecent folks of the middle class. The discon- 
nted and unhappy go elsewhere. Many of 
1em attend and join churches of the newer 
cts where emotional outbursts and life chang- 
1g are still the order of the day. Others drift 
> the New Thought groups which specialize 
1 personality adjustment and seek primarily 
tholeness, not holiness of life. 
Is there any other way to meet the issue? 
an a single congregation provide a ministry 
omprehensive enough to serve both the 
appy and the discontented? In a large church 
; it possible to orient staff members in such a 
jay that the needs of disparate groups may be 
let? In a one-man church can the various 
ircles or cells be so intelligently organized that 
ariant groups will feel at home? Is it possible 
9 make the worship services sufficiently inclu- 
ive to serve all sorts and conditions of men? 

The average Protestant church is not a 
ailure. It succeeds in doing what it sets out 
0 do. Should it try to do something additional 
nd different? Or is it unwise to imperil a 
ird in the hand on the chance of getting two 
irds in the bush? 

It is clear that the marksmanship of many 
vastors is impaired by their inability to select 
target. Their failure to do execution weighs 
hem down with a mounting sense of frustra- 
ion. 

Perhaps the situation would clear up if pas- 
ors recognized the fact that all men are sinners 
nd that church members are not ipso facto 
aints. They may be headed in the right direc- 
ion but they travel at different speeds and 
one of them have yet arrived. Many sermons 
hould be designed to arouse discontent. That 


s necessary to validate the promise of salvation — 


vhich otherwise seems to be a work of super- 
fogation. 

The customer is not always right. His gifts 
if introspection may be limited or non-existent. 
—Edward Laird Mills. 


¢ 


‘in the House of Friends 

TYVERY WOUND hurts. Some wounds 
hurt most when first received. Some 
—“ wounds are hardly felt then, but begin 
vurting in earnest later, sometimes very much 
ater. But all wounds hurt. 
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No other wound hurts so much as the wound 
inflicted by the hand of a friend. The death 
cry of Caesar, “Et tu, Brute!” rings from the 
Roman forum across the years to our day. 

Jesus was often wounded. The most sensi- 
tive souls feel pain most keenly. Since no 
merely human soul could be so sensitive as the 
soul of our Lord, pain must have been par- 
ticularly excruciating to Him. Jesus was 
wounded by the top religious leaders of His” 
nation, wounded by the blatent indifference of 
the merchant classes, wounded by the skilled 
and studied brutality of the Romans and their 
partisans, wounded by the lack of understand- 
ing of the men and women He lovingly sought 
to help. 

But Christ's deepest wounds, His deepest 
hurts were inflicted by His friends. He was 
wounded when the Nazareth family considered 
Him beside Himself. He was wounded when 
two of His own disciples fought for places of 
prominence among His own group. He was 
wounded when one of His disciples denied 
Him with an oath, when another sold Him for 
thirty pieces of silver, and when nearly all the 
others forsook Him and fled into the darkness 
when He was arrested. 

Christ is still being wounded in the house 
of His friends. 

Such wounds come when men who profess 
their faith in Him continue to live in pagan 
haste to seek material wealth and heed not the 
unanswerable question which Jesus asked long 
ago: “What shall it profit a man if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his soul?” 
—S§uch wounds come when men who call 
themselves by the name of Jesus waste their 
best years in the service of the world and the 
flesh and offer to God lives when. bodies have 
been broken by vice and dissipation, when 
minds have been frittered away on a series of 
trivial nothings and when souls have been fed 
on starvation diets. 

Such wounds come when the organized 
church of Christ spends more of its time and 
strength on emphasizing the few matters about 
which many good people differ than upon the 
propagation of the many essential matters of 
truth about which all the people of God are 
agreed—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


Doubt and Faith 


Doubt sees the obstacles— 
Faith sees the way! 

Doubt sees the darkest night— 
Faith~sees the day! 

Doubt dreads to take a step— 
Faith soars on high! 

Doubt questions, “Who Believes?” 
Faith answer, “I.” . 

—First Baptist Church Voice. 
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THE CHURCH 


AT WORK 


Never Too Late For 
The Harvest of Souls 


“The season for finding and bringing 
‘stranger souls’ to the hearth of the Saviour is 
never over,” (Rev. Grainger Hargreave. 2 Cor. 
12:14) “and the motives that lead Christians 
toward the fellowship and service of others is 
' the exact opposite to those of non-believers 
who seek only to use and profit through others. 

“Tt is difficult in this work-a-day life to keep 
before us the spirit of Jesus, and place con- 
cern over the souls of our neighbors, business 
associates, customers, above the business of 
earning the funds to insure shelter, clothing, 
and food, plus ‘a little in the bank’ to provide 
the feeling of security in a coming day. It is 
difficult to put aside or rise above the fact that 
respect, esteem, and position in the community 
is based on our income and material posses- 
sions. 

“Yet, to earn the love, respect, gratitude, 
and reverence of the inner spirit of fellowman 
is far more important and abiding than any- 
thing any one can bestow upon us in a material 
way. Companionship, trust, and understanding 
on a spiritual level is infinite in its value. 
When man realizes that the growth, progress, 
happiness, and the very existence of man de- 
ee upon spiritual understanding and soul- 

inship of those about him, then God will 
reveal his real purpose, and lift the veil that 
keeps us from clear vision in the present hour. 
Spiritual-kinship is a supreme privilege, ex- 
tended to all, yet many fail to seize it as their 
own, because they fail to realize its importance. 

“Any normal person can earn money through 
endeavor for which he is fitted, and buy what 
is offered in the market place, but what does 
it add to his stature? Any man can enter a 
store and order a musical instrument, accord- 
ing to his ability to pay. When it is delivered, 
he can place it where he chooses, and cherish 
it as a treasure, or abuse it. It is his, and he 
is free to do with it what he likes. What is 
the function of the instrument? To give forth 
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music! If the person who has purchased it 
lacks the ability to bring forth the music for 
which it was created, what gain has he? 

“Stir up the gift of God which is in thee, 
(2 Tim. 1:6-8) is more urgent today than at 
any hour in the history of this civilization. 
There is a great difference between having and 
using. (cite numerous instances of aged people 
whose living quarters were choked with things 
they had bought and saved, many of them 
never used, but served to make their last years 
more tedious and difficult). God gives each one 
of us material for making life a grand and 
glorious achievement for side of right and 
good, and our failures are due to our neglect 
to make use of what God gave us. The dif- 
ference between those who do great and won- 
derful things for the good of mankind, and 
those who do nothing, or do evil, is not a 
difference between God-given ability and talent; 
the difference lies in the road they walk, the 
goal they set for themselves. The one sets the 
goal of helpfulness, brotherhood, and living 
the golden rule; the other sets the goal of 
living off the achievement and labor of others. 
The one leads to Everlasting Life; the other 
to destruction.” : 


My God and I 


By Paul Lindemann, Concordia Pub. Co. 
pp. 69, paper, 40c 

A revised edition of ‘Christian Stewardship 
and its Modern Implications’ and includes 
discussion of God’s relation to the individual; 
man’s relation and obligation to the Creator, 
to individual fellowmen, to the community, 
the nation, the world. . 

A spiritual sense of: stewardship in all of 
life’s relationships, from the training of chil- 
dren to assume individual responsibility toward 
the use of God-given talent and economic pos- 
sessions, to the acceptance of actual kinship 
among all peoples of the earth, is a necessary 
and vital factor in building the kind of world 
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Jesus talked about. "My God and I” contains 
some down-to-earth teaching on the matter of 
individual stewardship, and individual respon- 


sibility for world brotherhood and world peace. 


The Temperance Issue 
And Liquor Problem 


Ministers who desire to keep themselves and 
their church members informed on the testi- 
mony and progress at the hearing before the 
U. S. Senate Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce by those who favor the 
passage of the Langer Bill to ban liquor adver- 
tising across state lines, should place their 
names and addresses on the mailing list of the 

National Woman’s Christian Temperance 

Union 

Miss Elizabeth A. Smart, Director 

100 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 

Washington 2, D. C. 


One Great Hour of Sharing Program 
For Sunday, March 12, 1950 


The demonstration of gratitude from Ger- 
many in which refugees, children, ex-prisoners 
of war participated on Christmas Eve, along 
with Pastor Martin Niemoller, Bishop Otto 
Dibelius, Pres. of the Supreme Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, and Dr. Eugen 
Gerstenmaier, head of Hilfswerk, will be used 
to promote the “One Great Hour of Sharing” 
program for Sunday, March 12, 1950. 

Information on the plan, and the hour of 
broadcasting the program, may be secured from 
Dr. Stanley I. Stuber, National Director, Church 
World Service, Inc., 214 East 21 Street, New 
York 10. Please inclose a_ self-addressed, 
stamped envelope with your request. The 
duplicated English translation of the messages 
of Dr. Gerstenmaier, and Bishop Dibelius, are 
worthy of study, as groundwork for better un- 
derstanding and continued help. 


Journal of Pastoral Care 


Pastors to whom the duty of pastoral coun- 
eling is somewhat of a burden will find in- 
piration and a great deal of practical help in 
i. small publication, issued quarterly by the 
Institute of Pastoral Care, Inc., Andover Hall, 
francis Avenue, Cambridge, Mass., called 
‘Journal of Pastoral Care.” ; 
The subscription rate is’ $3.00 a year; single 
copies, $1.00. The study and application of one 
atticle written by an experienced counselor, or 
trained medical man or psychologist, will be 
‘orth many times the investment. The book 
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review section alone is of immeasurable help 
in the choice of suitable reading matter. 


Services of Worship 
For the Church School 

“Too good to be true!” exclaimed the Supt. 
of a Sunday School, when handed the Pilgrim 
Press “Services of Worship for the Church 
School” for the first 13 Sundays of 1950. Yet, 
there are still many ministers, and directors of 
Religious Education programs, who have not 
acquainted themselves with this helpful ser- 
vice. Made up in the form of a calendar, 6 in. 
wide and 91/, in. long, heavy stock, with each 
sheet printed on front and back, not bound or 
stapled, so it can be detached for use, and 
replaced, there is the program from the date 
and theme, based on the International series 
of Lessons, to the prayer and remarks by the 
Superintendent. 

Subscription rate is given as 5 sets of 13 
services, available only in multiples of five, 
75c. We have not seen the sets beyond the 
first 13 for 1950, January 1 through March 26, 
but we assume they will be available in ample 
time for later dates. 


A Creed to Live By 


Mark 9:24, “Lord I believe, help thou my 
unbelief.” 


I believe in God, He is my Father, to whom 


-I look for love and help in times of doubt and 


uncertainity, for justice in time of wrong 
doing, and rejoicing in time of achievement. 

I believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as 
taught to those whom He knew, healed and 
loved; then instructed to “go and teach others.” 
Because that Gospel is brought to us in the 
Bible, I will study it, endeavor as nearly as 
lies within my power with God’s help to live 
what I learn, and will guard, teach, and cherish 
this message of Hope and Salvation through 
every means God the Father places within my 
reach. 

I believe in God’s love, because Jesus taught 
His followers of the Father and His love for 
His children, and gave His life to prove that 
love. Jesus told his followers that he came to 
show us the Father, and I believe my faith in 
those words will help me to SEE God. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, and what He came 
to teach us about the acceptance and use of 
God's gifts; about the forgiveness of sin, and 
the resurrection into eternal life. I believe that 
continuous sharing of the things I have, the 
things I learn, and my own faith will increase 
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that which I already have, to the honor and 
glory of God. j 

I believe in my country and the privileges 
it offers to exercise my faith in God and His 
love, and to use the gifts of faith, health, 
talent and training in being a just steward. 

I believe in my home because it is there we 
feel that God is near through both troubled 
and joyous hours; it is there we feel secure, 
in the faith He has planted in our hearts; it 1s 
there we can learn the meaning of trust, 
honesty, integrity, cooperation in a common 
goal, and the power of prayer and communion 
with the Holy Spirit. 

I believe in myself, because God created me, 
and endowed me with a body through which 
I can achieve that which the Creator has in 
mind for me, and the divine spirit to direct 
my body in the activities in which it will be 
engaged. I pray earnestly that my faith in my- 
self, created and destined to do His will among 
men, will never waver but cause Him to be 
near always. inspiring me, encouraging me, and 
leading me to do that which He has placed in 
my individual keeping, and that I shall one day 
be worthy in His sight, and hear Him say, 
Well done, thou good and faithful servant! 
—Rev. B. T. Burnworth. 


Words Are Chameleons 


In discussing the Health of the Nation re- 
cently before the Congress of Industry, adver- 
tising executive Clarence B. Goshorn, Benton 
& Bowles, Inc., is quoted as saying, “The 
nation and business would be far healthier 
if some current word confusion were cleared 
up.” To support his statement, he  dis- 
cussed the confusions involving such ambig- 
uous terms as the “Welfare State and Statism,” 
words that were batted about pretty freely 
before the election, and while this was impor- 
tant then, it is still important. A survey shows, 
said he, that few people understand either 
term, and it is up to leaders to be firm, explicit, 
and down to earth in defining what they want 
people to understand, and back up. 

Mr. Goshorn continued, “that the public has 
for years been deluged with a number of other 
fairly fugitive words. ‘New Deal’ was an in- 
sidiously brilliant jewel word. It suggested the 
impartiality of Justice dealing blindfolded; but 
it intimated, too, to those who were to benefit 
most from the deal, not that the dealer was 


necessarily using a stacked deck, but that he. 


was gifted with enough . . . perception to have 
a pretty good idea that the cards would fall 
into the right hands. 


“Our danger is not that we Americans will 
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willingly or knowingly give up our freedoms 
but we may unwittingly or carelessly accep 
promises of their preservation from those wh« 
intend to destroy them.’ Many other care 
lessly used words and phrases were discussed 
words and phrases without definite meaning 
but with use of imagination could be made t 
mean the cure-all for individual and nationa 
problems. ; 

Ministers, dealing in WORDS continually 
both oral and written and in every phase o1 
their work, will find a practical lesson in Mr 
Goshorn’s comments, Any minister who look 
upon “imparting information as a two-wal 
street, and that he has got to see that he i 
effective at his end,’ as does Mr. Goshorn, wil 
examine the meaning of words, phrases, anc 
slogans, before making them a part of his ows 
message. A realistic survey of the local con 
gregation, regarding the words used in prayer 
announcements, and sermons during a specifi 
worship service, might serve to awaken many 
ministers to the actual meaning attached t 
words and phrases used. 

A little girl, reciting the Lord's Prayer on 
night, is quoted as saying, ‘forgive us our trash 
baskets, as we forgive. . . .” and while th 
editor of a popular magazine observed, “Sh 
may have something there!’’ and she may, a 
many adults ‘may have something” when the) 
misunderstand, and misinterpret words usec 
in teaching the message of the Gospels, offer 
ing prayer, or reading Scripture. As ministers 
“we will have something there’” when we ust 
words and say them in such a way that the 
will convey to those who come seeking, wha 
the Lord intended they should hear. 


A Forum On the Lord’s Prayer 

“Seeing is believing!” is an old adag 
familiar to most of us, yet the fallacy of be 
lieving all we see has been demonstrated man’ 
times, not only by Science, but by many wh 
have learned to their sorrow that ‘one canno 
believe everything one sees’’ which is especial 
true of all of us in the realm of motives. Fev 
of us have the ability to interpret our owt 
motives to others; none of us can interpret th 
true motives of another. a 

A student-pastor recently found it advisabl 
to announce a discussion of the meaning of th 
Lord’s Prayer, in which every member was te 
have a free voice, since it appeared to him tha 
the. listless manner’ in which it was recite: 
lacked understanding of the real meaning. 

After the group had assembled, and th 
usual opening prayer and sing were over, th 
young pastor asked a member to read th 
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Lord’s prayer from the pulpit bible, and asked 
another member to act as leader of the dis- 
cussion period. After various comments were 
made about the prayer as a whole, sentences 
and phrases included in the prayer were dis- 
cussed. The assembly was closed with a prayer, 
a hymn, and benediction. When the young 
pastor returned for the next worship service, 
he had with him the Dean of the Seminary, 
who read the Scripture and preached the ser- 
mon. The Scripture lesson Luke 11:1-3, on 
which the Dean's sermon was based helped to 
give the setting for the plea, “Lord, teach us 
to pray’, which most of those, taking part in 
the forum previously, had failed to compre- 
hend. The Lord’s prayer took on new and deep 
significance to those who took part in the dis- 
cussion, and then listened to the sermon on this 
deeply comforting and healing prayer, as it 
was presented by a seasoned and devout Chris- 
tian. The Lord’s Prayer now has an individual 
and heartwarming meaning to each member, 
and while the words are still as of old, the 
emphasis has changed, and so has the motive 
for joining in the prayer. 


A Spiritual Inventory 


Surveying the “Christian Outlook” may be 
handled easily as a study of Scripture, a lecture 
course, or a discussion period by lay-member- 
ship, or written statements by members, to be 
exchanged by members (all unsigned) and 
read aloud by those who believe to have before 
them something on the subject that all should 
hear. 

1. My Upward Look, expressed in my reali- 
zation of God’s nearness. 

2. My Inward Look, made real through my 
willingness to undertake following God’s will, 
as given me to understand that will. _ 

3. My Downward Look, forced upon me 
through consciousness of sin and shortcomings, 
as opposed to that which I profess before 
others. 

4. My Backward Look, contemplation and 
appraisal of the opportunities and blessings 
God placed in my pathway, which I failed to 
grasp and carry forward in His Name; resolve, 
through the help of the Holy Spirit, to seize 
upon these now, and in coming days, building 
them into the structures God wills them to 
become. sates 
5. My Forward Look, the firm resolution to 
accept the stewardship with which God has 
lessed me, resting my faith and trust in His 
isdom and love. 
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Rubber-Base Concrete Floor-Coating 

Churches everywhere which use basement 
rooms for Fellowship, Dining Hall, Kitchen, 
Sunday School, or special meetings, will wel- 
come the announcement that Free Booklets on 
PARATEX, Chlorinated Rubber Base Floor 
Coating, and PARA-STONETEX, for all types 
of masonry walls, are available at your local 
paint, hardware or building supply dealer; the 
booklets give information about application, 
colors available for improving room atmosphere 
if used for group meetings. 

Both products, Paratex, and Para-Stonetex, 
were developed by Trucson Laboratories, Di- 
vision of Devoe & Reynolds Company. If you 
are unable to secure Free Booklets at your local 
dealers, please address inquiry to The Exposi- 
tor, East Aurora, New York, and it will be 
sent to the company promptly. 


The Holy Spirit 


The sermon, “The Power of the Holy 
Spirit,” by Rev. A. W.) Lewis, .DsDaewas 
printed on page 739, volume 27 of The Ex- 
positor (March 1926 issue), information te- 
quested by L. T., Indiana, and two Pennsyl- 
vania subscribers. 


Fanny Crosby Day 


The annual observation of Fanny Crosby 
Day, on the Sunday nearest her date of birth 
in March, will offer opportunity for a special 
Hymn Sing this year. The message of confi- 
dence and faith expressed in the Hymns 
written by this blind saint, more than 8,000, 
will both inspire and encourage many Chris- 
tians today, who need to forget about the A- 
and-the-H-bomb, in order to convert their fears 
into confidence and action in the cause of 
world-wellbeing, and peace. 

Programs and suggestions for observing this 
Memorial may be secured from the Chairman, 
Fanny Crosby Memorial Home for the Aged, 
150 Fifth Avenue, New York City. Please 
make your request by letter, inclosing a return, 
correctly addressed envelope, with stamp 
attached. Please do mot send post card. 


“In the Garden” Sing 


An unfailing cure for fear is a sing-fest 
where any and everyone who longs to express 
emotions is welcomed. The lenten period may 
be heightened by using, or adapting, the plan 
for a Lenten Sing-fest in Plymouth Congrega- 
tional Church, Los Angeles. 

Duet: “Into the Woods My Master Went.” 
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Tenor Solo and Chorus, “The Touch of His Hand 
on Mine.” 

“To Pray and Not to Faint,” Bible reading. 

“In the Garden.’”’ Song and Story. : 

Silent Sermon: “’Tis Midnight and on Olive’s 
Brow.” 

_ Anthem: Plymouth Chorus. 

Announcement suggestions: Come prepared 
to sing, to listen, to pray, to be encouraged, to 
be inspired, and to encourage and inspire 
others. If you need a lift, the positive cure is to 
Give a Lift to others. You get your lift as 
commission from the Lord, in return for your 
help to others. § ————— 


E. Stanley Jones’ Daily 
Devotions, “Abundant Living” 
To Be Syndicated By NEA 


NEA Service, Inc., has secured an agreement 
from Abingdon-Cokesbury Press for the seriali- 
zation of E. Stanley Jones’ book of daily devo- 
tions, Abundant Living, according to a news 
telease by the publisher. The serial is to begin 
immediately, and continue for 365 days in 
800-member newspapers, with a total reported 
readership of more than 25 million. 

700,000 copies of the English language 
editions have been sold, and translations in- 
clude-—— Chinese, Danish, Dutch, Spanish, 
Swedish, Norwegian, and Afrikana; also a 
special braille edition. 

Ministers everywhere will wish to direct the 
attention of church members to the daily devo- 
tions to begin at once, especially young people, 
many of whom will wish to look up the 
Saturday Evening Post ‘Jones Profile’, Decem- 
ber 4, 1948 issue of The Post. 


Prayer 


Let us not permit church membets to over- 
look the value of prayer as an aid to healthful 
as well as spiritual living. A noted “alienist’’, 
addressing his British colleagues attending a 
Medical meeting, Dr. T. Bulkley is quoted as 
saying, “As one whose life has been concerned 
with troubles of the mind, I would say that of 
all the hygienic measures to alleviate troubled 
sleep, depressed mental conditions, and all the 
miserable results of a disturbed mind, I would 
give first place to the simple habit of prayer.” 


in booklet form, paper cover, 25c a Copy, under 
the title, The Positive Answer to The World s 
Despair. Address your inquiry to American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Park Avenue and 
57th Steen 


Reading Aloud and Speaking 


Since these two—Reading Aloud and Speak- 
ing—are the minister's chief business, the new 
volume published by Harper & Brothers, 
“Speak for Yourself” by Jessica Somers Driver, 
will receive a welcome among members of the 
profession. The price is $2.75. 

The author says, “This book is for everyone 
with an idea to express, whether in conversa- 
tion or publicly,” hence its appeal to ministers, 
whose achievements depend more upon the 
ability to express himself, than on any other 
single asset. The author first tells how “You 
can improve your speech and still be natural”, 
and then outlines the steps in four parts— 

Part I Reading Aloud, as an aid to better. 
speaking, gives setails in seven chapters. 

Part II Essentials of Expression, tells the 
readers in detail what constitutes good expres- 
sion of ideas; seven chapters. 

Part III Poise, its relation to Posture and 
Platform Work, three chapters. 

Part IV Extemporaneous Speaking, seven 
chapters. 

There is help on Free Expression, Key to 
Transcriptions, a detailed Index, some 200 
pages to be studied repeatedly, and put into 
practice. 


The Rural Church 


“The bright day for the rural church is not 
in the past but in the future” writes Frank B. 
Herzel in the foreword of his book on the 
tural church, entitled, “More Than Bread.” 
Based on a 20-year rural ministry, the author 
points out the advantages of living in the 
country, and the drawbacks; two opposing 
forces upon which the “Task of the Rural 
Church” is predicated. The rural church 
achieves its purpose when ‘‘we build upon the 
assumption that there 7s a revealed will of God, 
which if. followed will lead to the attainment 


of man’s destiny upon earth.” Muhlenberg 
Press $2.50. RES a 

This 280 page book, divided into three parts 
—1, Constructive Forces in Rural Life; 2. Des- 
tructive Forces; 3. The Task of the Church, 
will give the reader a comprehensive picture 
of the need for the active and intelligently 
administered rural church, the task before the 
rural church, and its real mission, 8 


The Positive Answer 
To the World’s Despair 


To Rev. R. L., New Hampshire: Francis 
Carr Stifler compiled a digest of the addresses 
broadcast over the Blue Network of the 
N.B.C., duting 1940, under the auspices of the 
American Bible Society, which were published 


SAFE-T-AIRE, The 
Ultraviolet Equipment 


, The Safe-T-Aire fixture shown here can be 
qung on two screws inserted in the wall and 
he rubber lead can be plugged into the nearest 
‘ircuit, according to the information received 
from the manager of the Germicidal Lamp 
Division, Hanovia Chemical & Manufacturing 
Company. 


Plugging the fixture into an available circuit 
ybviates any necessary or extensive electrical 
nstallation. Fixtures list at $57.00 and cover 
in area of approximately 300 square feet. 
Therefore, one fixture will take care of a room 
with 20 or 25 children in it, if it is below 
300 square feet. 

Dimensions and ceiling height of Church 
ind Sunday School Auditoriums, Chapels, Fel- 
owship Rooms, must be furnished to the 
Company, in order to determine the proper 


The Safe-T-Aire Installation shown here is in the Chapel 
£ the Jersey City Medical Center, Jersey City, N. J. 
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number of fixtures required to do the job for 
which the equipment is designed, 


The Funeral Sermon 

A young minister writes, ‘“The usual service 
used for a funeral in the church sanctuary, or 
in a funeral home is very oppressive to me. Is 
it necessary to focus attention on the data relat- 
ing to the life of the pers6 whose body is to 
be laid to rest? Is it not sufficient that this is 
pagiee in local newspapers, or had it not 
setter be printed in the church bulletin?” 

The questions are repeated here to give ex- 
perienced ministers opportunity to offer sug- 
gestions. In the meantime, the most acceptable 
procedure to the writer is to omit all reference 
to the details of the life of the deceased, as 
well as “‘favorite’’ hymns, choosing a Resur- 
rection text, clothing it with words relating to 
the Christian belief in the Resurrection, suitable 
hymns, or other music, to support the belief in 
the Resurrection. If data, regarding date of 
birth, death, and other information must be 
added, this may well be assigned to a layman 
of the church in which the deceased wor- 
shipped, or a close associate. in outside 
endeavor. 


An Easter Epistle 

The blank verse by Margaret R. Seebach, 
giving the story of the meeting of Gaius, Cris- 
pus, Quartus, members of the church at Cor- 
inth, after they received the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians, appears on page 209-214 of 
“Here We Have Stars’, published by Muhlen- 
berg Press, Philadelphia, a collection of poems, 
245 pages in book form. 

Gaius and Quartus meet at the house of 
Crispus, and the conversation between them 
constitutes the poem. The parts may be assigned 
to individuals to be read by typed manscripts, 
if “An Easter Epistle’ is used for a formal 
worship service. The membership should be 
encouraged to read the full epistles, one and 
two, prior to the service. 


How Are Souls Won? 
Study the Bible to learn how— 

Christ Won Andrew. John 1:40. 

Christ Won Nicodemus. John 3. 

Christ Won the Samaritan Woman. John 4. 

Christ Won Zacchaeus. Luke 19:1-10. 

Christ Won Paul. Acts 9:1-32. 

Andrew Won Peter. John 1:41. 

Philip Won the Ethiopian. Acts 8:26-40. 

Peter Won Cornelius. Acts 10. 

Aquilla Won Apollos. Acts 8:24. 

Paul Won Lydia and the Jailer. Acts 16. 
—Exchange. 
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ce 


Romans 10:11 . Whosoever believeth 
on him shall not be ashamed.” 


66 HE CREATION of the fellowship of 
the unashamed would make ours one of 
those glorious ages of revival.’ Elton 

Trueblood sets forth this challenge to the 

Christian peoples of the world. He has per- 

ceived the lack of consecration and commit- 

ment which are needed so vitally in present 
day Christianity. 

According to Elton Trueblood, there are 
four positions that we can take in the comtem- 
porary world in regard to faith in God 
Almighty as revealed in Jesus Christ. One al- 
ternative is an open rejection of the faith in 
favor of some pagan system. Both the Nazis 
and the Japanese militarist can be regarded as 
belonging to this category which rejected a 
faith in God in favor of a faith in an emperor 
or in a race. The Nazis rejected the Judeo- 
Christian glorification of humble service. ‘“The 
notion that the highest type of manhood is 
demonstrated in humility and love was con- 
temptuously rejected in favor of a scheme 
which glorified the fietce beauty of the beast of 
prey.” 

The second alternative is the official position 
in Russia. This combines a rejection of Chris- 
tianity, but at the same time accepts in a modi- 
fied form some of the practices which stem 
from the gospel, especially-a vigorous brother- 
hood which transcends differences of race. 
What Elton Trueblood fails to point out is 
that the Russians may believe in brotherhood 
but it is conditioned upon one’s acceptance of 
the communistic teachings. As far as the 
Russian communists are concerned there is an 
utter contempt for everyone else. There is, 
also, an aggressive endeavor either to convert 
_nhon-communists to communism or to liquidate 
those who may stand in the way of its expan- 
sion. Russian Communism, with its ruthless- 


The Congregational Church 
Cohasset, Massachusetts 


_ Page 64 


‘(THB PULPIT 


THE FELLOWSHIP 
OF THE UNASHAMED 


QUENTIN LEISHER 


ness and disregard for human personality 
therefore, stands condemned in the light of 
Christianity. 

The third alternative, says Elton Trueblood. 
is our own which is a half-hearted acceptance 
of Christianity. This is our real enemy; ance 
even though we appear to have been successful 
we shall not continue to be so. It is only 
because we ate living off the ‘Faith of out 
Fathers’ that we have been successful until 
now. In this present generation we face the 
crises. The solution of that crises is our fourth 
alternative: the creation of the Fellowship Of 
The Unashamed. 

Anyone belonging to such a fellowship must 
be committed whole-heartedly to the Christian 
way of life. In the various decades of this 
century our allegiance has been divided betweer 
Christianity and opposing forces. Materialism. 
nationalism, militarism, and even denomina: 
tionalism have dissipated the force of Chris. 
tianity, We must turn from these opposing 
forces and give our whole-hearted allegiance 
to Jesus Christ. ; 

A Christian commitment, however, does not 
mean a narrow, dogmatic point-of view. We 
have confused the issue of Christianity by 
identifying it with a conventional code of be 
havior. There is little, if any, emphasis in the 
New Testament concerning the things a mar 
has to give up if he is to be a Christian. There 
is, however, great emphasis upon our need te 
love our fellow man and to love God. Jesu: 
summed up all the commandments by saying 
“Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with 
all thy mind, and all thy soul and love t 
neighbor as thyself.” Out of love for God anc 
out of love for our fellow-man we may fee’ 
that we should make some changes within out 
lives, but we make such changes. They are no 
imposed upon us. ei. 

Other faiths believe that religion is solely 
an effort to save our souls from eternal dam 
nation. Whenever a man believes that religior 

The Exposite 
saat 


is only concerned with modes of behavior, or 
whenever he believes that it is solely an effort 
0 save his soul, he misses the broader meaning 
or religion. Edgar Brightman of Boston says, 
‘Religion is concern about experiences which 
ure regarded as of supreme value; it is devo- 
ion toward a power or powers believed to 
originate, increase, and conserve these values; 
t 1s an expression of this concern and devotion 
hrough symbolic rites, or through other indi- 
vidual and social conduct.” 

We have committed ourselves to the fellow- 
ship of the church because we believe in a 
Divine Being who has a purpose for the uni- 
verse. It is not because of our piety, or virtue, 
or intelligence that we are united, but because 
9f our concern for those values which we 
fegard so highly and which the church has 
fostered and promoted through the ages. 
Charles Clayton Morrison, in his famous 
Beecher Lectures, says that the Christian church 
is the only society in the world where member- 
ship is based upon the single qualification that 
he candidate shall be unworthy of membership. 

It is of our free will that we commit our- 
selves to the Christian way of life. It is in this 
same way that Holman Hunt painted the 
famous picture, ‘The Light of the World.” It 
is the artist’s conception of Christ’s approach 
to the human soul. Christ stands outside a 
fast-closed door whose hinges have rusted 
through disuse and over which vines have 
crept. He stands in the darkening shadows with 
the jeweled lantern in his hand and knocking, 
begs admission. When a friend and critic 
looked at the picture, he said, “But Mr. Hunt, 
you have left out the handle to the door.’”’ To 
which the great artist replied, “The door is to 
the human heart and must be opened from 
within.” Thus, with our commitment, it must 
be from within. 

The second aspect of the Fellowship Of 
The Unashamed is witnessing. We ought not 
to be apologetic in making our witness before 
the world. In the business world, if a con- 
cern has establishments in every major city in 
the nation, with millions of people supporting 


its business, the press and radio will certainly - 


mpress the public with the importance of that 
business. The Christian church, however, with 
churches in every major and evety minor city 
in America, besides being represented 1n every 
Bok and crany of the globe, often takes an 
pologetic attitude in setting forth its contribu- 
=. to the community and to the world. 

‘There are those who may look upon the 
church as an impotent institution, but in that 
spect it is as deceiving as the mighty Missis- 
ippi. There are times when the old river 
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seemingly hasn't the strength to dislodge a frog 
from its banks; but, at other times, when the 
rivet really shows her strength, trees begin to 
fall, boulders are swept down stream, cities 
are left demolished, and man stands in terror 
and awe before its mighty power. The church 
has the potential power of a calm and peace- 
ful Mississippi. 

The power of the Christian church must be 
called potential. The 47,557,203 members of 
the Protestant churches of the United States 
contribute approximately $700,000,000 a year 
in supporting 222 Protestant denominations. 
These figures indicate both the strength and 
the weakness of Protestanism. The number of 
members and their contributions are indicative 
of the strength of Protestantism. On the other 
hand the 222 denominational bodies are indi- 
cative of the weakness of Protestantism, for it 
is necessary to spend $560,000,000 yearly for 
the support of the local churches. This leaves 
but a small per cent of the total income for 
mMissionaty purposes. 

The potential power of Protestantism as well 
as all Christendom must be realized if the 
church is to be the answer for the problems of 
the world today. If the shortcomings of the 
universal church are to be corrected, we must 
have faith in God. We must commit ourselves 
to His will and purposes so that He may work 
through us for the restoration and resurrection 
of spiritual life and power. 

“Christ has no hands but our hands 
To do His work today; 


He has no feet but our feet 
To lead men in His way; 


“He has no tongue but our tongue 
To tell men how He died; 

He has no help but our help 

To bring them to His side.” 

In a day of indifference, Samuel Wesley said 
to his son Charles, ‘‘Be steady. The Christian 
faith will surely revive in these kingdoms. You 
shall see it, though I shall not.” Old Samuel 
Wesley’s words came true, for when Charles 
and John Wesley finished preaching and writ- 
ing hymns, a revived and awakened church 
came into being. 

_ If the glory of the church seems obscure, we 
must have faith that its power and influence will 
still be felt! in this world and that it will be 
felt because we have become the unashamed 
witnesses. - 

The Fellowship Of The Unashamed is com- 
prised of those who commit themselves whole- 
heartedly to Christ Jesus and who are not 
ashamed to be witnesses for the church He 
established. Let us, also, add to this fellowship 
the idea of friendship. We ought to care for 
one another; work for the common good, and 
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seek to strengthen the weak through mutual 
aid. The power of Jesus Christ in the lives 
of the early disciples did not lie in His teach- 
ing, nor in His example, but in His friend- 
ship. That friendship included love, sym- 
pathy, and understanding. Out of that friend- 
ship the teachings of Jesus took root. The 
power and influence of the universal church 
will depend greatly upon the ability of its 
members to develop such a friendship. 

The fellowship of which we speak can be 
created and sustained most effectively by the 
lay men and women of the church. Our work, 
our recreation, our planning with friends and 
neighbors, create a friendship and fellowship 
that is on a more intimate basis than that which 
is created in a single hour of worship. The 
church, however, brings the neighborhood 
groups together into a larger fellowship and 
unites these groups that they may work to- 
gether in creating the Christian community. 

It is the Christian’s belief that the small 
Christian, community is the seed by which the 
new world community is created. The responsi- 
bility for a new world is as much ours as it 
is the statesmen. God will work through all 


for the creation of a new world fellowship. 

Gerald Kennedy tells us that when the Hell 
Gate Bridge was being constructed so that New 
England would be linked with the South, a 
caisson had to be sunk in a certain spot in the 
East River. But on this spot they found a 
sunken barge which was immovable. Five tugs 
could not lift that half-buried barge. Then a 
workman suggested they use the tide. At low 
tide a flat boat was fastened to the barge with 
cables. When the tide came in with its irre- 
sistible power, the barge was lifted and the 
pier was built. 

There may be obstacles in the way of build- 
ing a bridge across the chasm that separates 
nation from nation, but God in His infinite 
love and power can bridge that gap if we will 
become the instruments through which He 
works. 

The Fellowship Of The Unashamed is one 
in which its followers are committed to the 
Christian way of life. It is one in which its 
followers are witnesses to that life. It is one 
in which love, sympathy, and understanding 
are developed and fostered. 
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YOU ARE INVITED 


J. A. DAVIDSON 


Text: St. Luke 14:12-24, 


ESUS was not always well-mannered. In- 

deed, according to the standards of our 

present-day etiquette experts He was some- 
times most impolite. On one occasion He said 
very much the wrong thing at a dinner—and 
in a most respectable home. Possibly some 
of the gentlemen who were there reported 
later to their wives that the dinner had been 
utterly ruined by the indiscretions of a rude 
Galilean peasant. 

The occasion was a meal which Jesus had 
one day with some lawyers and Pharisees, at 
the home of one of the chief Pharisees. It was 
after He had left Galilee, and shortly before 
He began His journey to Jerusalem. Luke tells 
about it in his fourteenth chapter. In the 
coutse of the dinner-table conversation Jesus 
spoke to the others about hospitality. He told 
them that they ought not to limit their dinner 
invitations to the socially acceptable, because, 
He said, and not without a soft touch of 
humor, if you invite your rich neighbors to 
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dinner they will retaliate by inviting you to 
their dinner parties—apparently ancient dinner 
parties could be as tiresome as some of our 
modern social affairs. Jesus told these im- 
portant men that they should also ‘“‘call the 
poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind”, 
for, since such people are unable to repay hos- 
pitality, it would be true kindness, and those 
who called them would be recompensed “‘at 
the resurrection of the just”. 

To speak in that manner to such a distin- 
guished company was to commit a grave social 
faux pas. That sort of thing simply isn’t done 
in the best circles. Probably an embarrassing 


silence followed: Then, with the intention of 


easing the awkwardness of the situation, one 
of the other guests said, “Blessed is he that 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of God’, Some 
scholars think that the speaker was sincere, if 
slightly befuddled. Others, and I think that 
probably they are right, hold that he was, as 
one of them has put it, ‘a pious old humbug”. 
However, that parrotted bit of moralizing did 
seem to take the conversation out of the dis- 
concerting impasse into which Jesus had put ig 
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But Jesus would not be stopped. He refused 
to be silenced by a pious interjection. ‘Then 
said He unto them . . .”—and there followed 
the Parable of the Great Feast. 

Jesus told a story about a rich man who 
planned a great supper to which He invited 
many people. Jesus likened this to God's 
gracious invitation to men to come under His 
tule and guidance. When all was ready, the 
man sent his servant forth to announce that 
the feast was about to begin. The first man 
to whom the servant spoke said that he was 
unable to attend the supper. He had purchased 
a piece of land, and must inspect it immedi- 
ately. He was quite polite in his refusal. “I 
pray thee have me excused.”” The second man 
was equally well-mannered as he declined the 
invitation. He had just bought five team of 
oxen, and he had to test them. He was a 
“big operator’—not everyone was able to 
finance five team of oxen—and, as business is 
business, he had to attend to his. “I pray 
thee have me excused.”” A third man said that 
he was newly-wed, and therefore could not 
come. After all, a bridegroom does not leave 
his bride so soon after their wedding in order 
to attend a feast. 

The servant returned to his master, and told 
him of the rebuffs. The rich man, angry be- 
cause of the refusals of his friends to come 
to his party, told the servant to “go out into 
the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in 
hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, 
and the blind.” The servant did as he was 
ordered to do, and then reported to his master 
that there was still room at the banquet table. 
Then the master commanded tthe servant, “Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that my house might be 
filled.” 

It is dreadfully easy to say when God calls 
us, “I pray thee have me excused”. One can 
quite readily find plausible excuses for declin- 
ing God’s invitation—for to accept His invi- 
tation always means giving up something, it 
always involves renunciation, and we don’t 
care too much for that. We can always find 
reasons for saying “No” to God because if 
we answer Him ‘‘Yes’”, we have to make some 
sacrifice. That is the main point of the Par- 
vable of the Great Supper. There is no service 
of God without renunciation. It is a point 
with a barb. . 

The excuses offered by the three men in the 
parable were quite plausible. Surely a man 
who has put his money into land has a right, 
perhaps even a duty, to inspect the land forth- 
‘with. And if a man has gone into the ox busi- 
‘ness in a big way it is to be expected that he 
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will be concerned for the condition of his 
stock. According to Hebrew law a man was 
exempt from military and civic duty for one 
year after his marriage. Thus the third man’s 
refusal was hallowed by law and precedent. 
The excuses given were quite defensible. They 
were not simply evasive pretexts. 

There is no escaping the truth that if you 
accept God's invitation you will have to give 
up something. It isn’t always easy to allow 
oneself to be ruled by God. If you respond to 
God's call perhaps your business will suffer. 
Some ways of earning a living do not accord 
with what we know to be the will of God. 
Some of the tricks of the market-place, while 
enriching a man materially, impoverish him 
spiritually. Perhaps some sacrifice in material 
well-being and prosperity has to be made if 
one is to attend the Great Supper. Perhaps 
you will have to give up some pleasures if 
you are to put yourself under God’s control. 
Some of the ways in which we amuse our- 
selves are spiritually suffocating. Perhaps some 
of your friends will throw you over if you 
dare to live according to God’s will for you. 
Others will make fun of you, and no one 
cares to be the object of ridicule. 

Jesus knew that it wasn’t always easy to 
make the decision to put oneself under God’s 
guidance. And He also knew how easy it was 
to make excuses for refusing God. But He 
taught that there can be no acceptance of God’s 
rule without renunciation. 

But God’s graciousness is wider and deeper 
than the limits put on it by the well-positioned 
who refuse His invitation. The rich man in 
the parable, when he was rebuffed by those 
whom he had first invited, sent out his call to 
“the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and 
the blind’. He urged his setvant to “compel 
them to come in’. (Incidentally, this com- 
mand, “compel them to come in’, has been 
used perversely to justify forced “conversion” 
to Christianity, or to some particular form of 
Christianity. The word in the: original Greek 
is better translated as ‘‘strongly persuade’’. It 
does not suggest force or coercion.) 

Jesus knew what it was to be committed 
completely to God’s will. And He knew the 
meaning of renunciation. Perhaps He could 
have found an excellent excuse for declining 
God’s invitation. He could have compromised, 
and possibly lived to a ripe old age, looked 
upon, at worst, as an eccentric and bothersome 
religious enthusiast, or, at best, as a new 
prophet. But He made the complete renuncia- 
tion—and He died upon the Cross. 

Whatever else the Cross may mean and 
whatever else it may signify, surely it is the 
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supreme symbol of the necessity of renuncia- 
tion for those who would accept God as the 
sovereign of their lives. 

Dick Sheppard, a preacher who thrilled 
London, some twenty odd years ago, with his 
presentation of the truths of the Gospel, said 
this in a newspaper article: aa 

“It is no good trying to make religion 
easy. The Christian life can never be easy. 

It isn’t just a case of being kind to the cat 

and polite to grandma. It is a struggle 

against evil—the evil that is all around us 
and the evil that is within our own hearts. 

The call to this unending conflict must have 

a note of sternness in it. It must be a call 

to self-dedication, to sacrifice. It must make 

demands upon that we have and are, not 
offer us a painless extraction of our sin— 

Christianity without the Cross.” 

Christianity without the Cross! Excuse me, 
please. Mr. and Mrs. John Doe greatly regret 
that previous arrangements prevent their ac- 
cepting Almighty God’s kind invitation. So 
sorry. “I pray thee have me excused.” 

Christianity without the Cross, without re- 
nunciation, is an easy faith. It is a rather 
pleasant faith. It is a comfortable faith. But 
it isn’t the faith of Jesus Christ. 

In 1865 Doctor Sabine Baring-Gould wrote 
the hymn, Onward Christian Soldiers, as a 
marching hymn for the children of his church 
school. The story is told that when the bishop 
of the diocese heard the hymn, he objected to 
the line, “With the Cross of Jesus going on 
before”, as savoring of Romish practices. The 
author replied by suggesting the substitution, 
“With the cross of Jesus left behind the door’. 
The bishop surrendered. 

With the Cross of Jesus left behind the 
door! Make our religion bright and cheery. 
Make it comforting. Make it so that we can 
find solace and inspiration in it. But, please, 
keep it simple and keep it undemanding. Let’s 
have no nonsense about sacrifice and renun- 
ciation. Let’s be modern. Let’s be realistic. 
And if God does make demands on us, de- 
mands for renunciation, moral demands, we 
can always turn Him down. Politely, of course, 
for, after all, God is very old, and He has done 
a great deal for us. If we can’t accept His 
invitation we must at least be courteous when 


we tefuse it. peers 


Yes, we seem to want a Christianity without 
a Cross. We want an easy faith, We want 
what a writer recently called a “hot-water- 
bottle religion”. But there is no real Chris- 
tianity without a Cross. Renunciation is the 
ptice we pay to attend the Great Supper. We 
mustn't fool ourselves. God invites us, We 
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have decisions to make. Can we make the 
necessary sacrifice? Personal sacrifice is neces- 
sary. Can we offer the required renunciation? 
Or ate we too busy devising plausible excuses? 

You are invited to the Great Supper. You 
are called upon to serve God with your life. 
You are called upon to surrender your life 
that you may live. Through surrender to God 
comes life. From: personal sacrifice comes joy 
and assurance.God» prepares His Great Sup- 
per. You are invited. 
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WHY HAST THOU 
FORSAKEN ME? 


HUGO R. PRUTER 


Text: Psalm 22:1. “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?’ 


HENEVER men descend into the valley 
of despair they are apt to look with 


question to the God of Love. They 
cannot comprehend how God, Who is Love, 
can permit so much evil to happen in this 
world. 

“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” That is the question that lies behind a 
score of other questions. ‘““Why did he have 
to die so young? Why does God permit war? 
My child is crippled with infantile paralysis, 
why must it be?” These questions arise in time 
of great heartbreak and suffering; but they 
cannot be answered at such a time. When a 
man is suffering we seek to comfort him; not 
to instruct him. 

It is the wise man who pays heed in times 
of joy and prosperity! These are good. times 
for Americans. Prices are high to be sure, but 
nevertheless the average American is better 
fed and better clothed than at any time in our 
history. We are not so hard up for material 
that we cannot add inches to our ladies’ skirt. 

It is in times like these, that men do zot 
seek God—for it is characteristic of man to 
seek God in time of trouble. To this kind of 
behaviour on the part of man, God says, “Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatso- 
ever a man soweth that shall he also reap!” 
It is precisely for this reason that man has so 
many difficulties; he comes to God only when 
he has need of Him. He sows seeds of cor- 
ruption in times of prosperity and then has 
the audacity to blame God when things go 
wrong. 


Congregational Church 
Orford, New Hampshire 


A German Pastor, Martin Knolle, explains 
something of the perplexity of a minister in 
trying to preach God’s Word in the midst of 
suffering and hardship. “I don’t know,” he 
said in a recent sermon, “what a pastor can say 
on Thanksgiving Day, when, in the congrega- 
tion before him, so many people are sitting 
who will not survive the winter.” In the midst 
of death, suffering and hardship the minister 
finds it difficult to say words of comfort and 
cheer and at the same time convey the truth of 
God’s mercy and justice, We are too apt to 
blame God and are too quick to excuse our- 
selves. Ernst Wiechert, one of Germany’s 
foremost poets suffered for his Christian faith 
in a Nazi concentration camp. This is his con- 
clusion, “After all of my experience, I don’t 
believe any more in the Christian God, who 
is supposed to guide all things. The things I 
experienced are so horrible that I don’t even 
believe them any more.” Despair at the very 
time his nation needs hope! 

This is the voice of millions who do not 
see the connection between sowing seeds of 
unbelief and reaping the harvest of corrup- 
tion. Our generation has sown the seeds of 
agnostic materialism. We acted as if we could 
live without God. We forsook His ways and 
then after we had wandered away from Him 
and found ourselves alone, we accused God 
of leaving us. 

The greatest tragedy of all, in our modern 
world, is the fact that after six years in which 
we reaped the harvest of materialism, turmoil 
and war, we have not changed. Our faith today 
is no greater than it was before the war. 

And yet that little faith which we possessed 
before the war was inadequate; it did not and 
could not stop the fury of hatred, greed, and 
lust that broke forth and engulfed the world. 

The greatest evil that Hitler brought to us 
was an excuse. His greed, his hatred, and his 
lust for power was so great that, to our alibi- 
seeking minds, our own sins seemed inconse- 

uential. But they were not inconsequential; 
Bor had we been close to God and His source 
of power, the dictators of this world would 
have counted for nothing. God is powerless 
to act except through men; we are His hands 
and His mouth. But where are the prophets 
today ? Where are those men of God with 
clean hands and clean lips, in short, where are 


eds eople? . 

The plain fact is that we have all sold out 
to God’s enemies, the forces of materialism. 
If you doubt that ask yourself how often you 
have broken the Ten Commandments in the 
ast year. This last month? This last week? 
fost of us will readily admit that we sin, but 
willetry to pass it off as unimportant because 


others may sin more. We call ourselves sin- 
ners but don’t feel very badly about it. Some 
of us are not sure whether our sin is respons- 
ible for the world’s troubles. Yet logically we 
must face the fact that the world can’t be any 
better than the people in it. It has been said, 
“You can't make a good omelet out of bad 
eggs.’ That is the basis in the treatment of 
all the world’s problems. 

We have war because we do not wish to 
surrender our petty hates, greeds and fears. 
No matter what Russia does, no matter what 
the American government does; as long as 
individual Russians and individual Americans 
remain unregenerate, there can be no peace. 

We have poverty because there is enough 
for everyone’s need but not enough for every- 
one’s greed. 

Crime is a matter of degree and method. 
A man steals a few dollars and is imprisoned. 
Another man steals millions through watered 
stock and can boast about it in his auto- 
biography. Nearly everyone is a little dishon- 
est but we see no relationship between our 
own petty dishonesties and the men who are 
jailed for bigger dishonesties. You cannot 
cheat on your expense account and expect other 
men to be honest. 

Let’s face facts, everyone these days seems 
to be on the get—what then can we expect 
from God? 

We call Him, Father, which should mean 
we expect stern punishment and correction 
when we do wrong. Often our concept of God 
as Father is anything but flattering. We want 
Him to be a weakling, who will spoil His 
children, and forgive no matter what the 
provocation. Somehow we expect Him to say, 
“Boys will be boys’, and forget.the whole 
matter. 

But God is a loving Father and a just 
Father. He does not punish evil doers but 
neither does He prevent the punishment that 
is brought on as a natural consequence of our 
own folly, from taking its course. You may 
harbor hatred in your heart and feel it goes 
unpunished by God, but when a nation tries 
to hold petty hatreds and resentments it soon 
bursts into the chaos, called war. 

You may be as greedy as you like. And 
perhaps during rationing no one took away 
from you the sugar you purchased on the black 
market. You may still, if you wish, eat your 
fill without a thought for the world’s starving, 
but when it becomes universal, the resulting 
poverty and depression will strike at your 
door too. 

You may even cheat on your income tax, you 


-may lie about your neighbor, short change your 


grocer; but when some criminal is at large do 
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not be surprised he laughs when society 
tries to preach honesty to him. He knows only 
that he got caught. Until you are absolutely 
honest, you cannot be of help in enforeing 
moral standards among us. 

“My God, my God why hast thou forsaken 
me.” God has not forsaken the world; the 
world has forsaken God. 

In Spite of our evil hat 
ns clearly the results of our folly. “The wages 
of sin is death,” he warns. Again, “Nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places. 
These are the beginning of sorrows.” This is 
man-made folly against which the almighty 
God has warned us. 

But man took little heed to God's warning 
and Jesus Christ was sent to lead us away from 
sin. Jesus met with opposition and death and 
as long as we sin we continue to oppose Him. 

What #s God doing for us? What more 
can He do? To stop us would be to rob us of 
the freedom of will which distinguishes us 
from the beasts. It would be to take away our 
humanity. God would not do that—he has 
given us life and humanity, freely. He cau- 
tions us to use it wisely, He sends us His own 
Son to teach us how to live. God has done 
much and is doing much. 

But what is man doing? Does the name of 
God enter into our United Nations discus- 
sions? When we think of peace, do we think 
of God? Is God the center of our American 
life? The answer to all these questions is an 
emphatic, “No”! God is ignored, but He does 
mot ignore man. For the world’s troubles we 
cannot blame God, but must individually accept 
our share of the cost. 

That part of the cost we may have to pay at 
any time. We are paying a small part _aow, in 
the form of taxes to pay for the war, we may 
pay part of our debt in the next depression, 
we may lose a loved one through the criminal 
act of one of our fellow sinners, we may fall 
a victim of disease or pestilence, which we 
need not have, for when men accept God's 
Kingdom disease will be destroyed, we may 

y part of the cost of our own corner-cutting 

having someone else cut corners and cheat 
or rob us of our goods, we may pay part of the 
cost of our greed through hunger and want. 

All these things are the cost of our own 
folly. Before strike us personally let us 
in wisdom come before God and confess our 
folly and secure His help to live a new and 
clean life. God may justly pare the 22nd 
Psalm by saying, “Man, Oh Man, why hast 
orsaken ME?” 


ure God has shown 


THE SPIRIT 
OF WORSHIP 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 
Text, Jobn 4:24. God is a spirit; and they 
that u orship Him must worship Him im 
spirit and in truth. 


NE of the greatest mysteries of our 

time is not that encompassing the in- 

vention of radar or television, nor the 
discovery of the nuclear fission of the atom, 
but rather the mystery of the survival and 
growth of the Christian Church, 

Doubtless, wast numbers among us, who 
constitute the rank and file of the Church, 
would not be able to articulate an intelligible 
answer. Charles H. Heimsath in his book, 
THE GENIUS OF PUBLIC WORSHIP, says 
from his observation, that “A considerable 
number of every congregation try to achieve 
for an hour, as nearly as is humanly possible, 
a state of complete cessation.” He is supported 
in this statement by one of our Methodist 
theological professors, who said, “When 
people come to church they throw their minds 
into neutral.” Certainly some quickly escape 
to the arms of |Morpheus—with proper 
decorum, while others “try to enter Nirvana 
without actually ‘dropping off”. One glance 
over the congregation is usually sufficient to 
assure the preacher that a few, at least, have 
safely and soundly arrived at the “beautiful 
land of Nod’. A second glance, however, re- 
veals that the larger part are engaged in a 
considerable activity of mind and spirit, and 
that of a startling and diversified character. If 
the truth were known, some are mentally bal- 
ancing the week's account, planning interviews, 
preparing menus, composing guest-lists, figur- 
ing out the plot of the Saturday night movie; 
rearranging the eg furniture, wondering 
how to get new shoes for the baby or enough 
cash to pay the milk man. And, of course, i 
religion takes in the whole of life, such mun 
dane thoughts are not entirely inappropriate in 
God's house. But others, Ti. God, ar 
absorbed in nobler activities; they are wrestling 
with an outraged conscience, reaching up afte 
a glorious vision of service, yielding to th 
cleansing touch of the Unseen God, resolvin, 


the flesh but after the Spirit. There is evi 
within these worshiping people a great varie 
of emotion and the swift upsurge and de 


weep of fecling. There is joy and sadness, 
atensity and relaxation, power and weakness, 
tiumph and defeat. For they who worship in 
pirit and in truth do not sit neutral before the 
ord their God. 

Their experience will not be unlike that of 
he little girl at bedtime. ‘Mother, I’ve had 
uch a happy time today, so much happier 
han yesterday.” 

“Really?” the mother replied. “What made 
t so different from yesterday?” 

“Well”, the wise cherub answered, “yester- 
lay my thoughts pushed me around—today I 
uushed them around!” 

It is the very genius of worship that as we 
lraw nigh to God, either we are pushed around 
wy God’s thoughts or God's thoughts are 
gushed around by us, and in the process we 
re engaged in a mighty and redemptive traffic 
with the Eternal and All-wise God, to the 
vealing and cleansing of our souls. 

This was essentially why Jesus spoke so 
mmphatically about the right worship of God 
with the unnamed woman by Jacob’s Well. 
She too long had salved her soul with an 
fresponsible concept of religion, and Jesus, 
with masterful insight, stabbed her awake 
with what the Apostle Paul later called ‘‘the 
sword of the Spirit’. By awaking in her a 
sense of guilt, He threw her soul into gear 
and began pushing her out of her complacency 
and sophistication, to the point where she had 
nowhere to turn, but to the God who requires 
clean hands and a pure heart, who executes 
judgment, and withal dispenses mercy and 

don. How wonderful is our privilege, in 
the light of Jesus’ words, that regardless of 
where we dwell and when we live, we can 
draw near to God, for “God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth.” 


II 


_ As wonderful as this privilege is, we shall 
lot enjoy it until we, like the woman of 
a fulfill the conditions it lays down. The 
question is not: To worship or not to wor- 
ip, for we were born to worship. As Luther 
nce phrased it, “To have a God is to worship 


y man that breathes yields the fealty of his 
ul to some god, tangible or intangible, vis- 
le or invisible, temporal or eternal. The 
question, therefore, is: the God whom we ig- 
norantly or knowingly worship, is He the liv- 
ng God, the God who is a Spirit, whom to 
cnow aright is to worship in spirit and in 
ith? Our failure to face this question ex- 
ains a great deal, if not all of the wicked- 
ss and evil which we commit and condone 


ary, 1950 


n.”” Whether we wish to admit it or not, . 


in the swift course of life’s little day. Until 
the Samaritan woman faced this question, 
under the relentless interrogation of Jesus, she 
remained a helpless creature of sham and pre- 
tense, the victim of lust and carnality, but not 
less so of self-sufficiency and a forward spirit. 
She was caught in a vicious circle—she was 
wrong in her moral code because she was 
wrong in worship; and sheewas wrong in her 
ideas about Worship because she was wrong in- 
her ideas about God. Like her fellow Samari- 
tans, she conceived God to be a Deity inter- 
ested on one hand, only in the people of 
Samaria, an isolationist sort of God, and on 
the other in the proper performance of certain 
fixed and presciieal ceremonies of their own 
devising. Jesus scuttled this false, immoral 
and limited conception of God without a 
moment's delay by asserting that religion is not 
the ethic of the thing done, no matter how 
assiduously the Samaritans performed their 
religious rites and ceremonies on the mountain 
overshadowing Jacob’s Well. He said that 
religion was rather the ethic of the clean heart, 
a matter of inner and moral values, a demon- 
stration of the right spirit, all of which were 
the outgrowth of the right spirit, all of which 
were the outgrowth of the true worship of the 
God who was God, the living God who was at 
once universal Cause and universal Lord. 

We may as well pause long enough to see 
the far-reaching implications of Jesus’ daring 
pronouncement to that lonely woman of 
Sychar: that if we want a better world, we 
must not rely on externals, on U.N. or world 
government, on material or military forces, 
whatever the form, but on the inner resources 
of the soul rooted in right ideas about God. 

Doubtless many of you heard the radio 
announcement following the Communist coup 
in Czeckoslovakia which said that immediately 
the public schools were to become political 
training centers and that new textbooks were 
to be provided, textbooks grounded in the 
viewpoint and procedures of Communism. The 
success of Communism obviously rests on the 
inculcation of right Communist ideas. By the 
same token the success of Christianity is 
dependent no Jess on the implanting of right 
ideas about God. Unfortunately many people 
rebel at this. They think of religion as a 
way of life, not a system of thought. “With 
a world on fire, they argue,” to quote Roger 
Hazelton in THE GOD WE WORSHIP, “this 
is not a time for the patient task of ee 
Wrongs must be righted, hates uenche the 
arrogance of class and nation melted down in 
the crucible of a structure of enduring peace. 
What, they ask, has thinking right thoughts 
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about God got to do with all this needful and 
important work?” ; 

To speak thus is to reveal a gross misundetr- 
standing of the purpose both of living and 
thinking. The crisis, to be specific, in which 
we find ourselves is one of faith. “The God 
whom we think is after all the same God to 
whom we lift our prayers and praise’, says 
Professor Heimsath, the same God in whose 
name we subdue Kingdoms and work right. 
eousness. With us as with the Samaritan 
woman we must come to grips afresh with 
right ideas about God, cost us what they will, 
if we wish to quench our thirsty souls at the 
living waters of peace, brotherhood, forgive- 
ness, and enduring joy. 

What are these right ideas? They are the 
age-old, tried and true ideas bequeathed to 
us by the prophets: that God is the God of 
justice and whenever and wherever injustice 
prevails, God is there to vindicate justice and 
to punish the unjust; that God is a God of 
right ways, fairness, squareness, honor, integ- 
rity, and He is therefore on the side of the 
righteous and against them that do evil; that 
God is a God of holiness, that He will tol- 
erate no unclean thing, that He delights in 
clean hands and the pure heart, and that they 
therefore who would come into His presence 
must do so by getting a right and clean spirit 
within; that God is a God of love, that He 
loves us, even the least of us, to the end that 
He may save us from evil and darkness. This, 
in brief, is the God to whom Jesus pointed the 
Samaritan woman when He said, “God is a 
Spirit, such a Spirit as all this.” 


III 


Jesus did not stop with right ideas about 
God. He quickly followed His insistence on 
a right understanding of God with the require- 
ment, equally emphatic, that “they that worship 
this kind of God must worship him in spirit 
and in truth.” 

I venture to suggest that it is easier to rec- 
ognize the true spirit of worship than it is to 
talk about it. It is capable of prevailing in 
many and sundry places. We have in our town, 
now, ten different places of Christian worship, 
and whenever the true spirit of worship pre- 
vails the results will always be essentially the 
same. Whether it be like Jacob wrestling with 
the angel, or like Jeremiah weeping lonely tears 
- before his God, or like Jesus in Gethsemane 
yielding to His Father’s purpose, ‘Nevertheless 
not my will but Thine be done.” or like the 
innumerable host of men and women in mod- 
ern mart and court and parliament who, with 
dauntless spirit, have dared and are venturing 
to translate the Christian ideas about God into 
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a way of life that is at once just, right, sacred, 
holy, and good, whatever the experience the 
the true spirit of worship will exalt us from a 
two-dimensional existence to a three-dimen- 
sional relationship in which self, neighbors, 
and God are all brought together in a saving 
and wholesome perspective. 

I may be wrong, but I think Jesus con- 
demned the way the Samaritans worshipped in 
their mountain not because their worship was 
isolated and different from that of the Jews, 
but because their worship produced no fruits 
of the spirit, as evidenced, to wit, in this 
woman's blatant immorality. I am persuaded 
that what counts today is not whether we wor- 
ship in quietness of spirit or with chanting and 
ritual, but whether we worship to the end that 
the fruits of the spirit—justice, righteousness, 
holiness, compassion, and love—abound in our 
lives. 

The true end of worship was demonstrated 
last week in the experience of a little boy who 
listened toa Salvation Army Officer speak on 
the place of self-denial in the growth of the 
soul. He was deeply impressed by what the 
speaker said and he went home to ponder it 
in his heart. A day or so later the Salvation 
Army received a package and a letter. written 
with laborious earnestness. It said: “I want 
to do like you said about self-denial and am 
sending this box to give to the boys and girls 
in Europe.” It was a box containing 500 balls 
of bubble-gum. 

Not much fruitage there, you say. But that 
is because you and I don’t want bubble-gum. 
For us it will need to be something else, like 
time, talent, tithe, the things we possess and 
cherish, the things we must surrender and 
consecrate to the noble purposes of God and 
God’s kingdom, if we would worship in spirit 
and in truth. Seg 

For us, it will mean something like it meant 
to Sir Wilfred Grenfell, gifted, ambitious 
young physician in London nearly a half cen- 
tury ago. Out of curiosity he went in one day 
to an evangelistic meeting of Moody and 
Sankey. He said in telling about it later: “I 
heard him preach and left that tent with a 
determination to make religion a real effort 


- and to do as I thought Christ would do in 


my place as a doctor, or frankly abandon it.” 
Surely no one will deny that this young doctor 
whose life for forty years thereafter became 
a saga of unselfish and vicarious self-denial 
among the peoples of Labrador achieved both 
then and throughout his healing ministry the 
true spirit of worship. Whittier phrased it 
truly in his lines: =| 
“To worship rightly is to love each. other, 7 
Each smile a hymn, each kindly deed a prayer i 


The Exposi 


ollow, then, with reverent steps the great example 
f Him whose holy work was doing good; 

o shall the wide earth seem our Father's temple, 
ach loving life a psalm of gratitude.” 


==") 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


ebruary Holidays 


February is a notable month for citizens of 
ft country, for in February two of our great- 
- national figures were born. Abraham Lin- 
In’s birthday was. February 12th and George 
ashington’s is on February 22nd, which, this 
at, happens to be Ash Wednesday, the first 
y of the season of Lent. 
Of course,,every boy and every girl is famil- 
- with the story about how the boy George 
supposed to have cut down one of his 
ther’s best cherry trees with a gift axe. You 
y doubt know the phrase about Washington, 
first in war, first in peace, and first in the 
atts of his countrymen.” 
There have been thirty-two different presi- 
nts since George Washington was president. 
yme were good men. Some were bad men. 
yme were loved by the American people, 
hers were not loved, but it was President 
‘ashington who first won the love, and con- 
lence, and respect of the people and although 
century and a half have passed since he died, 
e still honor his memory and observe his 
rthday as a national holiday. 
Every year there are hundreds of thousands 
" people from all over the country, even all 
vet the world, who travel by automobile, and 
is, and train, and airplane, just to visit Wash- 
gton’s old home, Mt. Vernon, to see the desk 
> worked at, the bed he slept in, to walk 
here he walked and to stand in silence, with 
ured heads before the tomb in which the body 
‘ our great President lies. are 
Why do you suppose they do that? Cer- 
inly it is not because he cut down a cherry 
ee. It is not because he was strong enough 
y throw a silver dollar clear across the Poto- 
ac River which flows by his old home. They 
on’t go to visit Mt. Vernon because he hap- 
ened to be a great general of the army, or 
yen because he was the country’s first presi- 
ent. Not at all. They go because they know 
e was something even greater and more 
orthy of honor than any of these things. 
George Washington is loved and honored 
ot because of what he did, but because of 
hat he was, for the greatest thing that can be 
id of anyone is that he, or she, is honest, 
ight, steadfast, and willing even to suffer 
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for what he knows to be the right. That is the 
greatest thing that can be said of anyone. Hon- 
esty, uprightness, steadfastness, integrity made 
both Lincoln and Washington great men. They 
will make anyone great. 

. Whether one is the president of the United 
States, or just a plain, ordinary ciitzen, like 
you and I, the birthdays of Washington and 
Lincoln should remind all of us that there is 
no finer, better way to serve one’s country, and 
one’s fellow countrymen, than to live, day by 
day, pure, honest and upright lives. 

There are many statements in the Bible 
which are true not because they are in the 
Bible. They are in the Bible because they are 
true. One of those, and one we should remem- 
ber at all times, and of which the birthdays of 
these two presidents should remind us is this, 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is 
a reproach to any people.” 


The Lighthouse in The Storm 


Huge, angry waves were rolling in higher 
than anyone had ever seen them before, for all 
day long the mounting wind had been rushing 
down across the big lake, pushing up giant 
waves before it, as it went. 

We watched them for a long time as they 
piled up under the fury of the gale and roared 
along, not seeming to know where they were 
going. When they reached the heavy concrete 
breakwater wall, which was built to stop the 
waves from doing any damage to boats and 
property farther inshore, they went right on, 
afong their furious way, just as though the wall 
was not there. 

Down shore, at the entrance to the harbor, 
where the big ships come and go during the 
shipping season, there stands a high lighthouse 
which flashes its light at night so the pilots of 
the big ships can find their way safely into the 
protection of the harbor. Away up on top of 
the lighthouse the powerful light stands so that 
it can be seen far out on the lake, even onthe 
darkest night. 

Christ once said that He was the light of the 
world. And that is true, for He is the Light 
which guides all who sail upon life’s seas, into 
the safe harbor. Well, this lighthouse does 
very much the same thing. 

But as we sat, sheltered from the storm 
inside the car, and watched those tremendous, 
boiling waves with their white crests of storm- 
tossed spray, many of them came rolling in, 
hit the breakwater wall near the lighthouse and 
shot high into the air, completely covering the 
entire lighthouse building, making it look like 
there was no lighthouse there at all. “And then 
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it occurred to me that this was a picture of our 
lives. 

Generally our lives move along peacefully 
and calmly, just like the waters on the lake 
generally are. Then something happens, Great 
raging storms come up and all our peace and 
calm vanishes. They may be storms of anger, 
or hatred, or fear, or sins of many kinds. They 
blow over all of us, often, through the course 
yt Our lives. tes 

Even when, like the pilots of the ships, we 
have steered our course by the great lighthouse, 
which is The Light Of The World, and have 
been helped into safe and secure harbors by 
that Light, so that we would not make ship- 


wreck of our souls, these raging storms beat uf 
such big waves that they often completely blo 
out our Lighthouse. We lose sight of the light 
We are in danger of making shipwreck, anc 
unless we can locate that Light again and keey 
our eyes on it, we sink and are lost in the 
storms that beat upon us. 

In the season of Lent which is upon us, we 
find a splendid chance to set our storm-tossec 
courses anew. For like the lighthouse in the 
harbor, our Lord was raised up, high on % 
cross which stood on a hilltop, and from tha 
very spot, has gone out and still goes out th 
Light of Life which alone saves us from per 
ishing in the storms which roar around us. 


(Sp \ ao) 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


Power to Give 


II Tim. 1:6-8. “Stir up the gift of God which 
is in thee.” 


Paul’s compassion for souls was sustained by 
the knowledge of what he had to give them. 
He knew he could impart to them the message 
of power, burning within him. We have that 
same power, within easy reach, to sustain our 
efforts to carry out our professed faith and 
loyalty to Jesus Christ, if we only awaken to 
the fact, and allow Him to possess our souls, 
and light the way ahead, 

The message of hope and Salvation, given 
to man through Jesus Christ, is one of God's 
powers just as truly as is the power of crea- 
tion, gravitation, or sunshine and growth. We 
should be thrilled and eager to be privileged 
or chosen to impart such power for the help 
of man. 

All of us. have read and listened to stories 
about the finding of gold, and what that 
knowledge does to men; young and old, men 
and women, desert their homes and farms, load 
what they believe will sustain their needs into 
whatever conveyance they can afford, or is 
available, and rush to what they believe to be 
life’s goal,—wealth. Gold can form the basis 
of wealth, if those who gain it have the sta- 
bility to use it as a good steward should use 
that which is intrusted to him; some merely 
buy endless and useless things, and build one 
gteat house after another, locking the doors 
after brief inspection, and going on to squander 
more on yet greater houses. This is a dead-end 
toad. It leads nowhere. If we could become 
partially aware of the endless power and wealth 
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of spirit that Jesus Christ holds out to us—ne 
we do not have to travel long distances in dis 
comfort, and grub in the earth for it—Jesu 
holds out the power to us, if we will merel 
accept it and use it to build ourselves an 
others into the kind of beings God intends u 
to be. This road over which Jesus Christ ha 
walked is no dead-end way; it is a way tha 
leads to greater and greater use of the gifts o 
mankind, not the kind that rot and decay, bu 
the kind that build and build for the good o 
others, and lead to the throne of God.—H 
Lummis. oe ; 


The Gift of God Within You 


II Tim. 1:6-8. “God hath not given us th 
Spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, am 
of a sound mind.” : 


The people who begin well outnumber te: 
to one those who have power to hold fast an 
complete the course. How many of the ambi 
tious freshmen registering for college trainin, 
get their diplomas at the end of four years 
How many of those who join the churche 
come into full membership? How many o 
the hundreds of thousands who profess thei 
faith in Jesus Christ, and His goal for mar 
toil on? 4 

Sometimes on a winter day the fire in tk 
grate smoulders and sulks and refuses to burt 
Do you say to yourself, “there is no use, — 
will soon die!’ No, you go to work to quicke 
it, by putting on addiitonal fuel, let in ai 
and hover over it. What happens? There 
an encoutaging crackle, a little wreath 
smoke, a flame, and soon there is life to” gl 


"n your eyes and warm the air about you. 

Perhaps as you look into your heart, you see 
uy smouldering embers of what once were 
eat hopes and high purpose; embers of great 
ithusiasms, choked by the ashes of doubt, 
-will, or indifference, Begin your stirring-up 
b. Let in the air of hope. Study what Jesus 
‘omises those who are faithful in small things, 
id do it with the same purpose you used in 
building the fire in the hearth. The gift of 
od, and His power are within you, but you 
ed to stir them up, put on fuel by doing 
at which you undertook when the fire was 
slow. If you keep feeding the flame you have 
irred up in your heart, you will experience a 
ow that will make this world a warmer, 
leerier, more wholesome place to live in, and 
yu. . . you will know that some of the glow 
id warmth was brought into the world 
ough the love of God, manifest in you and 
rough you, and that you will one day be 
dled to a greater work—Wayland Hoyt. 


ind Words 


Cor. 14:7-11. “There are... 50 many kinds 
of voices in the world, and none of them is 
without signification.” 


Kind and encouraging words! Bright oases 
ley are in life’s great desert. Who can esti- 
ate the pangs they have healed, or the good 
orks accomplished? Long after they are 
tered do they reverberate in the soul’s inner 
iambers, and sing low, sweet, liquid strains, 
at quell all the raging storms that may have 
sfore existed. When the heart is sad and 
oubled, and like a broken harp the sweetest 
1ords of pleasure cease to vibrate, who can 
Il the power of one kind word? 

Kind words are like jewels in the heart, 
ever forgotten, and perhaps cheer by their 
emory a long and strenuous life. Words of 
uelty and hate are like darts in the heart, 
ounding and leaving scars borne to the grave 
y their victims.—Saturday Evening Post. 


‘© For Your Brother 


hn 1:40-46. “One of the two which heard 
John speak was Andrew.” 


Andrew teaches all Christians the first lesson 
| soul-winning: Go for your own brother! 
ty to bring to Christ those near you, it makes 
) difference whether the nearness is of blood 
- sympathy. You will succeed where you love 
ough. 
Christianity will win the world by this 


‘ocess alone, neighbor. influencing neighbor, © 


end bringing friend. It is like leaven. One 


bruary, 1950 


part of yeast will permeate two thousands parts 
of dough, but only by changing the parts next 
to it, and so working its way through the mass. 
Dr. Schauffler said once, “that if only 10 mil- 
lion Christians would earnestly try each to save 
a soul, and each convert be zealous and con- 
tinue, the entire world might be won to Christ 
in seven years.” —Alabama Christian Advocate. 


be 


My Grandchild 
II Cor. 6:13. “I speak as unto my children 


Dr. Torrey once told an interesting personal 
experience of a “grandson”, of whom he 
learned quite by accident. Some years prior a 
man and his wife travelled from their home in 
Mexico to Chicago, and came to one of our 
services. Greeting me after the service, the 
wife said, “I bring you greetings from your 
grandchild.” Since I never was in Mexico, and 
that was the first time I knew I had any grand- 
children. I said, “My grandchild?” “Yes,” 
she said, “there is a man down in Mexico who 
calls himself your grandchild. He is older 
than you, and you never saw him, and is of 
Spanish descent. When I first met him he was 
a member of another church, and living a 
sinful life. I led him to Jesus Christ, and then 
told him how you had shown me Jesus Christ 
while I was a student in Minnesota. He calls 
himself my son, and your grandchild. He has 
no blood relations, and he has learned that the 
kinship of the spirit through Jesus Christ 1s 
much stronger than any blood ties.” 


Blessings Are Individual 


John 1:40-43. “The day following Jesus would 
go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, 
and saith unto him, Follow me.” 


Man has no way of knowing what purpose 
or talent God has hidden in the soul of an 
individual, nor what God aims to do with him. 
There may be hapless individuals near you, 
feeble of spirit, aimless, foolish, dejected and 
discouraged—yet, God may be preparing them — 
for a great work. Let us look upon each indi- 
vidual as a child of God, and invite him per- 
sonally to “come and see” for himself what 
Jesus Christ has in store for him. Let us trust 
to the Holy Spirit that he will lead us where 
he wants us to labor. 

The best blessings in life are never dealt 
out wholesale; they are individual gifts, which 
the blessed can claim as “his very own’’ and 
thus mount on them to higher ground. Too 
many of us believe in and talk on the scale of 
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“mass production” in warming souls, This is 
an art, which requires the greatest skill known 
to man—the presence and direction of the 
Holy Spirit—and it is an individual matter, 
because the spirit dwells in individual human 
bodies. We need to learn again the dignity, 
the worth, and the purpose of the individual. 
God makes us as individuals, because He wants 
us that way. 

Mrs. Browning complained many years ago 
“that modern Christians can scarce give a cup 
of cold water, except they lay down pipes, and 
found a company with branches.” It is the 
one sheep that is lost, strayed, or stolen, that 
causes the shepherd concern; not the 99 who 
are not in danger. 


Too Much Seed 


John 8:31-38. “I speak that which I have seen 
with my father; and ye do that which ye 
have seen with your father.” 


Jesus as a teacher did not give people too 
many truths at once. He told His disciples at 
the very last that He had many things which 
He would be glad to say to them, but they 
were not able to bear them. Jesus was a wise 
sowet who knew how much seed the ground 
would bear. A field too thickly sown with 
wheat will yield less than one that is sparsely 
sown. A hill of corn that has a dozen stocks 
would probably not bring a single ear to per- 
fection. The mind cannot assimilate too many 
truths at once. The greater the truth, the more 
space and time it must have to germinate in 
our thoughts and feelings, in order to become 
a part of us. Wise teachers keep this in mind, 
always; they decide what truth our human 
minds and hearts most need, and choose the 
greatest to submit to our acceptance. After 
we have accepted them, made them a part of 
ourselves, we can make space for more. Let 
us seed two bushels of wheat to the plot, and 
give it space and time to germinate, grow, and 
come to fruit, instead of five or six bushels, 
without space to do more than germinate, and 
choke out further growth. To change the 
figure, truth may be like a valuable medicine; 
the correct dosage will cure and heal, an over- 
dose may be harmful, even fatal. 


Babies of Distinction 


Lexington, Ky.—It is utterly impossible, at 
times, to comprehend the depth of human 
depravity. This is especially true where the 
manufacturers and users of alcoholic beverages 
ate concerned. 
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The latest “unbelievable” item comes from 
a Massachusetts newspaper: 

“A beer manufacturer is promoting the sale 
of a beverage with low alcoholic content for 
children. With this exception, its package, 
label, etc., closely resemble real beer in every 
respect.” 

The laws of the state are powerless to stop 
such an unprincipled attack on the gullible 
“small fry’ who think it’s smart to 1mitate 
their elders, and who will welcome every 
opportunity to do so. 

Those who would “‘debauch the cradle” can 
be expected at any moment now to begin 4 
series of advertisements featuring ‘Babies of 
Distinction’ who have recently switched to 
“BELCH’S BEER.” — Copied, by Church 
Chimes, Shreveport, La. (12, 31, 49) 


Modern Man 


“The fiercest of the beasts of prey, who 1s 
not likely to abandon the weapons which have 
made him lord and bully of the planet,” is the 
appraisal of modern man. But this modern 
man is now alarmed as he looks into the future. 
He is filled with fear that he is bringing utter 
destruction and desolation upon himself and 
his world. Some advocate that only by pressing 
ruthlessness to the final extreme and destroy- 
ing all and everything that stands in the way. 
can a better world be achieved. 

Christians believe that there is a better world 
to be built only when we have built better men 
and better women; who can bring about a bet- 
ter world. The whole world of men is made 
up of component parts; we call them nations. 
Nations are made up of individual communi. 
ties, states, cities, villages,—but each one, and 
all of them, are nothing more than individual 
men and women either counted in groups 
called communities, or any of the other names. 


The world is nothing more nor less than < 


given number of millions of individual mer 
and women. What they do, depends upor 
these individuals, who have the ability to think, 
talk, act, worship, and through the grace of 
God live as a brotherhood; or they can become 
beasts of prey, or brigands and despoilers of 
all that Divinely created man holds dear, 

The Lenten season this year of our Lord 
1950, should be made-to reflect the glory anc 
power of God, so that all who behold thi: 
Glory in humility and faith, will be trans 
formed into consecrated followers of His will 
dedicated to walk in His steps in purposefu 
and never-ceasing effort toward peace anc 
goodwill, not as man envisions it, but as Goc 
Almighty designs it. The Holy Spirit awa 
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FOR THE PREACHING MINISTRY—— 


PREACHING UNASHAMED 
By JOSEPH R. SIZOO. Maintaining that 


a Bible-centered pulpit speaks with power, 
Dr. Sizoo warmheartedly points his fellow 
ministers along the way to greater pulpit 
assurance and achievement. ‘His comments, 


observations, and suggestions . . . will be 
invaluable in aiding ministers in ‘setting 
their course’ for a preaching program.’’—The 
Expositor $1.75 


BEARING WITNESS to 
the TRUTH 


_ By HAROLD COOKE PHILLIPS. “Preach- 
ing as a vital means of witnessing to the 
truth, and the sermon as a medium of 
expressing the truth. . . . His central con- 
viction is that Christ is the truth which men 
most need to know if they are to lay 
hold of the meaning of life... . A stimu- 
lating discussion of the qualities required in a 
preacher to be a worthy witness to Christ.”-— 
Religious Book Club $2.50 


OR THE PASTORAL MINISTRY 


JESUS the PREACHER 
By FRANCIS J. HANDY. “Every reader 


will find good and useful things here. The 
book sets forth the methods used by Jesus in 
preaching, his use of language, of parables, 
of various themes, of poetry, etc.; his doc- 
trines, ethics, eschatology; and the relevance 
of his ruling ideas and methods for our 
time.” —Church Management $1.75 


THE PREPARATION of 
SERMONS 


By ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD. “There 
is much wise counsel, wise suggestions, rec- 
ommendations about studying God’s word, 
about the digging out of sermonic material. 

. . Of indescribable value to the beginner 
in the preaching of the Gospel. ...A 
definite boon, a lift, to those of us who have 
been in the ministry for some length of 
time.’’—International Evangelist $3 


PASTORAL LEADERSHIP 


By ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD. “A 
long-awaited and much-needed survey of a 
neglected phase of the ministerial profession, 
in which Dr. Blackwood discusses the min- 
ister’s functions as administrator, organizer, 
and leader of his parish and parishioners. 
Of primary importance to both the theo- 
logical student setting out in his ministry, 
and to the seasoned pastor striving to make 
his ministry as effective as possible.”— 
Pulpit Book Club $3 


THE EFFECTIVE CITY 
CHURCH ~— 


By MURRAY H. LEIFFER. How city 
churches can build comprehensive programs 
to meet the complex problems of urban living. 


“The author’s analysis of common short- 
comings of church leaders and his prescrip- 
tion for a tonic for same apply to churches 
of any size and location. There are many 
practical paragraphs of an inspiring character, 
which clamor to be put to work right away.” 
—Dr. Harry Sarles, City Temple Presbyterian 
Church, Dallas, Texas $2.75 


ebruary, 1950 


at your bookstore... Abingdon-Cokesbury 


PASTORAL COUNSELING 


By SEWARD HILTNER. “An important 
contribution to an understanding and practice 
of the art of pastoral counseling. His treat- 
ment has the excellence of combining theory 
and—practice so that theory is practical and 
practice intelligent. The ample use of case 
records of actual counseling procedures not 
only gives precision, concreteness and poig- 
nancy to the presentation, but offers an 
effective method -for the pastor's improve- 
ment of his own counseling technique.’”— 
Crozer Quarterly $3 


OLDER PEOPLE and 
the CHURCH 


By PAUL B. MAVES and J. LENNART 
CEDARLEAF. A working tool to guide the 
pastor in helping older people, individually 
and in groups, to a true vision of their place 
in the church and community, and in giving 
them a sustaining Christian faith. 


“Out of wide experimentation and survey, 
the authors have not only sharpened the focus 
on the problem but have pointed the way 
toward its solution.” —Christian Century $2.50 
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the call of those who desire His help in point- 
ing the way. (II Cor. 3:18)—Epiphany Call. 


We really possess only that which we have 
produced—the mechanic the machine he has 
designed, the poet the song he has sung, the 
attist the picture he has painted. Jesus Christ 
possesses the soul he has regenerated. 


Personal contact with men is a great factor 


in winning souls for Christ. Sound preaching 
is good, instruction is necessary, but no power 
is so great and masterful as that which comes 
like a dove on celestial wings to bring the 
message of peace and hope to a troubled heart. 
Man’s heart craves the silent message of love 
and hope, the nearness of God to provide 
security in the plans for the hour ahead, under 
His leadership. 


Man needs the help of the Holy Spirit to 
guide his steps aright; impulsive action cannot 
accomplish it. We must seek the aid of God’s 
wisdom in order that the great object of our 
lives may not be defeated. The Holy Spirit 
alone holds the key that controls the human 
heart and mind; he will direct the way, if we 
ask, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” 


“How can you talk religion in front of this 
place?” asked the derelict who has asked a 
passerby for “money for a cup of coffee’ in 
front of a saloon, (now called Night Clubs on 
Taverns). 

“Why not here?” asked the passerby. ‘‘Isn’t 
this the place you just came from? and isn’t 
it the place you expect to get ‘your cup of 
coffee’ if you get someone to pay for it? 
Isn’t it the place that took what money you 
had, decreased your self-respect to the point 
where you can lie about the reason for asking 
me for money? This is the place where reli- 
gion is needed, to keep men like you, and 
women, too, from wasting themselves, their 
substance, and their talents. If you lack cour- 
_ age to tell the truth, and face yourself, you 


need religion, and you need it bad.”—L. D. 
Stewart. 


God's providence is frequently extended to 
_ His creatures through the hand and heart of 


a neighbor, a friend, or acquaintance, and 


divine luster is thus a part of the human so 
used in God’s plan. He was so used, because 
he had said to God, “Grant me the grace to 


keep my heart open to the Holy Spirit. When 
he needs chores done, send me.” 


Page 78 


I must talk about God, | ; 
Or I cannot keep Him in mind. 
I must give Him away 
In order to have Him. 


That is the law of the 
Spirit World. 

Where one gives one has, 
What one keeps one loses. 


—Mrs. Lloyd Hendrick. 


“Deafness is a more serious handicap than 
blindness,” says Helen Keller, who has been 
deaf and blind since infancy, according to AP 
report, Washington, Jan. 1, 1950. ‘Deafness 
is the more ‘isolating’ of the two afflictions. 
In spite of her handicaps, Helen Keller, who 
learned to talk and has dedicated her life to 
lecturing and writing about the possibilities 
of a rich intellectural and spiritual life for 
the deaf and blind. 

“Deafness,” she says, “‘still remains  tsolat- 
ing—even more so than blindness, as I know 
from my own experiences—but it is gradually 
retreating before scientific methods of treat- 
ment and of education. 

“I anticipate the day when all the deaf who 
wish it shall have a chance to swim through 
obstacles to the shores of accomplishment and 
normal living.” The remarks were made in an 
address prepared for re-dedicating Washing- 
ton’s world-famed Volta Bureau—an informa- 
tion center dealing with deafness, its effects, 
and what has been achieved to offset or mini- 
mize the handicap, and what can be hoped 
for. The Volta Bureau was established in 1887 
by Alexander Graham Bell, the inventor of. 
the telephone, who long cherished the idea 
and hope of aiding the deaf. | 


The Greatest Work 


The greatest work that one can do, 
In this brief span of life we know 
Is such whose end no one can view 
Save He from whom all blessings flow. 


It is to lift the heart in prayer, 
Not for one’s own immediate needs, 
But for all people everywhere, 
Whatever races, colors, creeds. 


To seek a contact with High Heaven Be 
And to invoke God’s loving might, 

That His compassion may be given 
To set the wide world’s wrongs aright. 


To bring His gentle blessing down 
Upon our own beloved land, 
That all in country and in town 
. May be sustained by His great hand. 


And to commend to His regard 
The plight of millions in the dark, 
For whom the way of life is hard . 
And hope has lost its shining mark. a 
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... and their lives are individual in their needs and wants. 
Ministers particularly have many extraordinary problems 
with regard to unforeseeable sickness and accidents. 


and HERE IS A NEW “CUSTOM-BUILT INSURANCE POLICY”* 
TAILORED TO YOUR OWN INDIVIDUAL NEEDS! 


IT COVERS: 
Disability at Home 
Disability in Hospital 
Disability caused by Accident 
Disability caused by Sickness 


IT PROVIDES: 
Hospital care 
Nursing 
Surgery 


and for your whole family, too! 


We have developed a brand new type of Health and Accident In- 
surance, THE ADVANCE POLICY, designed for ministers and 
their familres—with the radical new innovation of a graded premi- 
um cost—issued in units—the cost is based on your age at time of 
issuance of policy. The basic $75 unit, ranging from $4.50 a 
quarter for a man under 30 to $8.25 if he waits until 50 or 55. 
It's new—it’s adjustable so that you can build an Accident and 
Health program to fit your purse and’personal need. 


If you are a minister or full-time reli- 
gious worker, be sure to write for com- 


lete information. Fill out coupon today. 
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CLIP AND MAIL TODAY % 


THE MINISTERS LIFE and CASUALTY UNION 


(Legal Reserve Life Insurance) 


100A West Franklin Avenue, Minneapolis 4, Minn. 


Gentlemen: Without obligation on my part, please 
send me your latest information describing the NEW 
CUSTOM-BUILT ADVANCE POLICY. 
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This is the greatest work, indeed, 
To strive to bring to this sad earth 
The Power from which all power proceeds, 
That blessed peace may have rebirth. 
—Edmund J. Kiefer, 
(Buffalo Courier-Express ) 


Time Out For Prayer 
A Great Investment 

Acts 17:27-28. ‘For in him we live, and 
move, and have our being. . .”’ 

A little lad of six was invited out to lunch 
in a neighbor's home. When all were seated 
at the table, the food was served. The little boy 
was puzzled, and with the forthright frankness 
ef a child, asked the host: ‘Don’t you say any 
prayer before you eat?” 

The host was highly embarrassed over the 
boy’s blunt inquiry, and mumbled, “No, we 
don’t take time for that.’ The lad was silent 
for a time, and said, “You're just like my dog. 
You start right in.”—Exchange. 


Steady With the Light, 
The Wind Blows Strong 


Phil 2745; 
world.” 

Mark well the passing years! Will their 
ends be like the sorrowful sighing chorus of 
the song sung so mournfully for years long 
gone, or will their music be a loud and vic- 
torious chorus of the light which is Christ— 
a light sufficient for those who sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death to find their way 
into the life of peace within and peace 
throughout the world? It all depends on our 
maturity—on the match we hold and what we 
light with it—a wisp of straw or a fuse to a 
spiritual bomb that will blast us and the world 
into a new life. 

Steady with the light—the wind blows 
strong—the wick is short—the flame is so 
small. Be quick to light the fuse which turns 
as it burns, to explode ‘‘good resolutions” into 
world-shaking revolutions through Christ.— 
James W. Kennedy, In “The Parson's Sam- 
pler,” Pilgrim Press. 


“Ye shine as lights in the 


Plastic Lung Tissue 


Matt. 19:26. “With men this is impossible: 
but with God all things are possible.” 

A snow-white plastic lung tissue, believed 
to do almost everything except breathe, was 
_ exhibited to the Colorado State Medical So- 
ciety meeting at Denver this week. Experi- 
ments have been concluded in which the ma- 
terial replaces lost lung tissue when part of the 
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lung is collapsed in treating tuberculosis : 
the National Jewish Hospital in Denver; & 
hibit was planned and directed by Dr. Alla 
Hurst, Hospital medical director. 

It is said the material is as soft as fles 
same weight as lung tissue, odorless, tasteles 
non-irritating and permanent; it is porous, wi 
thousands of fine irregular holes, closely r 
sembling real Jung tissue, and the natural lur 
fibre grows into the synthetic sponge and ai 
chors it in place, and fills the lung to a natur 
shape. ; 

Lawrence Heightshoe, a Denver plastic con 
pany manager, who became interested in D 
Hurst's problem after many attempts to u 
sponge rubber, both natural or synthetic, he 
failed, is credited with perfecting the new an 
acceptable lung tissue. 


Changing Face 

Matt. 5:20-24. “Whosoever shall say, The 
fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” 

Luke 12:4-21. “Be not afraid of them th 

Rill the body...” 

Britons chuckled over the apparent intere 
of Russians in a sport long ridiculed by th 
Soviets as a diversion of decaying royalty- 
fox-hunting. The report was that an order ha 
come through the Russian Embassy that th 
Soviet delegation wants three fox-hound y 
pies, meticulously specifying that the order 
filled with two males and one female, s. 
months old, unrelated and well-bred. Althoug 
the request was relayed to a number of Britain 
leading hunts—thus far without success, defe 
ring the spectacle of Soviet commissars ridir 
to hounds, shouting “Tally-ho-ski!’”’—Nation 
Broadcasting Co. 


Guilty or Innocent 

T Cor, 1:6-12. “For our rejoicing is this, tf 
testimony of our conscience, that in simpli 
ity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wi 
dom, but by the grace of God...” 

I Cor, 11:20-30. “Let a man examine himsel 
and so let him eat of that bread, and dri 
of that cup. For he that eateth and drinke: 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnatic 
to himself.” j 
A mechanical instrument was designed ~ 

1895 for detecting the difference between tru 

and falsehood on the part of persons on # 

witness stand in courts, or accused of crime 

Dr. Leonard Keeler was later credited wi 

refinement of the instrument, and its wide u 

and acceptance. ‘a 
He once tested 500 convicted criminals 

Illinois State Prison to demonstrate ft 


™~ 


fectiveness of the instrument. Many of the 
mvicts had protested their conviction and 
ult, claiming to be innocent, but Dr. Keeler 
10wed that every one was guilty. He con- 
ructed his first model of the polygraph lie- 
stector in 1923, which records pulse and 
ood pressure, rate of breathing and electrical 
apulses on the surface of the skin, and 
rough variations shows when a 
ing. 

He first tested it in a sorority house larceny 
ise, in which an unpopular girl was accused 
- Stealing from other girls, and was about to 
> expelled from school. Dr. Keeler’s test 
conerated the suspect and tripped the sorority 
1een, who confessed. Later, he exonerated 
ye Majczek of a murder, for which he had 
en sentenced to Illinois State Prison, and 
ter secured his pardon. Majczek became the 
ibject of a popular movie, “Call Northside 


person is 


777” in which Dr. Keeler enacted his own role 
in the release of the innocent man. Dr. Keeler, 
now 86, died Tuesday, Sept. 20, having earned 
everlasting gratitude of those who have no way 
of proving their innocence, without the device 
he was given grace to perfect. 


Plays and Programs 


Material for special days, seasons, and occa- 
sions, is available from the Willis N. Bugbee 
Company, 647 South Warren Street, Syracuse, 
Zone 3, N. Y. Their 1950 catalog is available 
BLEE. ee" 

Taxation is an achievement in cooperation, econ- 
omy, efficiency, in supplying conveniences, such as 
water, fire protection, sanitary facilities, and neces- 
sary institutions such as schools, public halls, parks, 
etc. ee 


There is nothing that makes one love a man so 
much as praying for him,—Wm. Law. 


The New SCHAFF-HERZOG 
Encyclopedia of Religious 


Knowledge—13 volumes 


THE BAKER BOOK HOUSE offers 
you this valuable encyclopedia on the con- 
venient “volume-per-month” plan. 


Thirteen Beautiful Volumes—in new con- 
venient size, in clear print, on high quality 
paper. Superior binding in durable fabric. 


Being brought completely up to date by the 
preparation of two supplementary volumes (to be 
announced later) under the editorship of Lefferts 
A. Loetscher, Ph. D, D. D., Associate Professor of 
Church History, Princeton Theological Seminary. 
The only encyclopedia of its kind in the English 
language. Embraces every phase of religious knowl- 
edge, both ecclesiastical and Biblical. 

Each volume averages 500 pages of clear, double columns, 


easy-to-read type. High quality smooth paper, excellent sturdy binding. 


Ss. ee dd 
Please send me_______complete set (s) of NEW SCH 


Per Volume, only $4.50 
= oS es es ee ee Oe ees Oe ee 


AFF-HERZOG ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGIOUS 


‘KNOWLEDGE. I understand those volumes now ready will be mailed immediately and the remainder _ 


will follow as they are issued. 


Ready—Vol. I, Aac-Bas $4.50 
Ready—Vol. II, Bas-Cha 4.50 
Ready—Vol. III, Cha-Dra 4.50 
Ready—Vol. IV, Dra-Goa 4.50 
March—Vol. V, Goa-Inn 4.50 


6s 2 Enclosed. 


April—Vol. VI, Inn-Liu $4.50 
May—Vol. VII, Liu-Mor 4.50 
June—Vol. VIII, Mor-Pet 4.50 
July“Vol. IX, Pet-Rev 4.50 
August—Vol. X, Rev-Son 4.50 


{licendtcuOuDs 


September—Vol. XI, Son-Tre $4.50 
October—Vol. XII, Tre-Zwi 4.50 
November—Vol. XIII, Index 4.50 
Supplementary Volumes XIV and 
XV to be Announced. 


O Charge My Account TE 


(Please include 16c Postage and Handling for each Volume) 


Address 


Zone 


Name 
City 


ebruary, 1950 


BAKER BOOK HOUSE, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 


State 
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Books 
eee 


REISSUED FOR AMERICAN 
READERS BY ARRANGEMENT 
WITH LONDON PUBLISHERS 


A CASKET OF CAMEOS 


Again the intriguing style of F. W. Bore- 
ham stimulates the mind and clutches the 
heart. You will be awakened to the im- 
measurable power that lies in the Holy 
Scriptures; you will see its rousing and 
compelling power manifested in the lives 
of twenty-two men and women when you 
read this volume of challenging 
keh? Rik” ie ee eS $2.00 


A BUNCH OF EVERLASTINGS 


With his own inevitable witchery of 
words, Boreham weaves the story of the 
motivations that drove twenty-three of our 
greatest men onward. You will read of 
the dramatic trials and triumphs which 
confronted John Bunyan, Martin Luther, 
William Carey and many others. It is a 
heart-warming book which will intrigue 
VOU throughout es see earner ee $2.00 


Other New Judson Books 


THE MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT 


By A. J. Gordon. An illuminating Book 
to everyone to whom the meaning of the 
Holy Spirit is vague. The reader is 
brought to realize that the Holy Spirit is 
not a mere symbol or expression, but a 
personality—a link between the believer 
and Christ. Pastors and teachers will find 
the book helpful in its clear presentation 
of cas nepuloustsubject=s es ae $2.00 


ON WHOM THE SPIRIT CAME 


By Miles W. Smith. A new interest will 
be awakened in the amazing events that 
accompanied the beginners of the Christian 
church. The reader gains an understanding 
of the work of the Holy Spirit by seeing 
its effect in the lives of the Apostles and 
evangelists, especially Paul. .A marvelous 
record of the Book of Acts for individual 
Ofsclassnstucy meen time te eee $2.50 


At Your Booksellers or: 


The Judson Press 


1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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BOOKS 


THE GOSPEL AND OUR WORLD. By Georgia Hark 
ness. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 126 pp. $1.50. 

Miss Harkness has done the Church-at-large a grea 
service, particularly the laity, by discussing with clarit 
and simplicity, such an important theme as indicate 
by the title of this book. In six comparatively brie 
chapters she analyzes the problem facing today’s world 
and the significance of the Gospel in resolving thi 
problem. She does so in language that anyone Cal 
understand and with insight and power. 

A swift glance at the chapter headings will indicat 
something of the scope and purpose of her volume 
DISEASE AND DIAGNOSIS, WHAT HAS _ THI 
CHURCH TO SAY? THE GOSPEL IN THE CHURCHES 
THE MINISTER AND THE GOSPEL, THE LAYMAI 
AND THE GOSPEL, and CHRISTIAN FAITH ANI 
ETHICAL ACTION. 

One important quality to Miss Harkness’ writing 1 
the objective probing with which each paragraph ant 
chapter searches out the deep things within the min« 
and heart of the reader. For self-interrogations, thi 
book excells and in this feature alone is worth carefu 
reading. Another happy characteristic of the writing 
of this distinguished Christian thinker is her capacit 
to use illustrations without overstraining the point, Th 
present book is illuminated by a great number of per 
tinent quotes and illustrations, drawn from the anguis] 
and travail of contemporary life. The minister as wel 
as the layman will read this book with profit—Jom 
W. McKelvey. 


THE HIGHER HAPPINESS. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.00. : 

Ralph W. Sockman, with a New York ministry o 
more than twenty years to his credit, is well on ths 
way toward sharing the popular acclaim accorded thi 
late Charles E. Jefferson, who kept the Gospel-ligh 
burning on Broadway for thirty years. The utter 
ances of both men are alike in their combination of in 
tellectual awareness and spiritual vitality. The radi 
affords Doctor Sockman a third channel of power witl 
which to supplement pulpit and pen. THE HIGHER 
HAPPINESS is the thirteenth volume in which he seek: 
to give the distilled essence of what evangelical Chris 
tians believe and increasingly practice. Specifically, i 
is a treatment of the Beatitudes and_should encourags 
American pastors to magnify the teaching function 0 
the pulpit by creating occasional series of sermon 
based upon Biblical summations of important truths 
The book is not overloaded with- illustrations, but i 
studded with apt allusions. References to the Bible 
are six times as numerous as those from _ seculai 
sources. The chapter on “The Heart Has. Eyes,” sug 
gests this germinal idea: ‘‘We must change our sight: 
in order to get fresh insights. That is one reason fo 
religious worship. At worship we focus our minds or 
the things that are invisible and eternal; then wher 
we turn back to the things that are seen and tem 
poral, we see them with clearer insight.” With rar 
economy of words the author has given us a perspicu 
ous and fascinating appraisal of Jesus’ teaching to the 
multitudes on the Mount.—E£dward Laird Mills. 


By Ralph W. Sockman 


EXPOSITION OF DANIEL. H. CG. Leupold, D.D. Thi 
Wartburg Press. 549 pp. $5.00. aa a 

The author, who is professor of Old Testamen 
Theology at the Lutheran Seminary at Capital Uni 
versity, Columbus, Ohio, and is thoroughly at home it 
the literature dealing with this deep, controversial anc 


% 


ysterious book of the Old Testament, has turned out 
volume of commentary based on careful scholarship 
deed, but expressed so clearly and popularly that it 
n be read with comprehension by anyone. He has 
ven us the results and not all the tedious processes 
his researches. Believing firmly in the plenary in- 
iration of the Bible, he stoutly combats all critics 
10 would assail the genuineness and authenticity of 
is book in whole or in part. Throughout the effort 
to make practical application and show the relev- 
ce of the book to present conditions. After each 
ction are homiletical suggestions for the use and aid 
the preacher. Leading lessons the author considers 
rivable from Daniel are the note of victory, giving 
pe and encouragement for the future. The second 
rpose is to show the futility and impermanence of 
rid states and empires as contrasted with the king- 
m of God. Thirdly, the author sets forth a sane 
id convincing interpretation based upon the whole 
nor of Scripture of the many strange visions, figures 
id symbolisms that mark this book. The volume will 
Ip the preacher not only, but teachers, students and 
idy groups of various kinds, since it is written in 
ar, untechnical language—P. H. Roth. 


iM HIGGINBOTTOM, FARMER. An Autobiography. 
Tribner’s. 232 pp. $3.00. 

This is one of those autobiographies that deserves 
be written, not as a guarantee of immortality for 
e author, but that his full and fruitful life might be 
ared as widely as possible. Sam Higginbottom is 
sarly one of the great Christians of our times. He is 
ought of as belonging to that consecrated circle who, 
ce Grenfell of the Labrador, subordinate all things, 
cluding themselves, to the service of man in Christ’s 
me. 

The story is as thrilling as a “rags to riches” novel, 
ith far more realism. In down-to-earth style, rich in 
mor, strong in human interest, and joyful in Chris- 
un hope, the author modestly unfolds his life from 
; beginning in hardships to eminence as agricultural 
issionary to India. As educator and worker with the 
asses of that great and important country, Dr. Hig- 
nbottom had a larger share in revolutionizing life 
an he himself realizes. His political and economic 
ews are far more conservative than radical; yet his 
ethods have produced radical results on the social 
e of the new India. 

Among the many interesting highlights and valuations 
interesting personalities in the book, the treatment 
his friend Ghandi will no doubt draw most reader 
terest. It seems at times that our author represents 
1 that is most western in the West, while the 
ahatma stands for all that is most eastern in the 
ast, and that, so far as social methods are con- 
rned, ‘never the twain shall meet.” There is reason- 
le doubt that Dr. Higginbottom understands Ghandi 
his deepest purposes. Yet again, here we see the 
utual respect, admiration and love, and the same 
gh motive of human service, that make for com- 
unity among all the truly great.—George Miles Gibson. 


OMMON SENSE ABOUT FUND-RAISING. By Robert 
eith Leavitt. Stratford Press. $2.00. 

The author is a writer and counselor in the fields 
' advertising, public and employee relations. He 
als in this book with the matter of fund-raising 
1 a large scale. The book is the result of research 
which thousands of people in all parts of the 
untry and all walks of life were interviewed as to 
hat they thought about super fund-raising campaigns 
- charity, health and welfare work. 
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New Books 


from 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 


THE HIGHER 
HAPPINESS 


By RALPH W. SOCK- 
MAN. Here is an invita- 
tion to lasting Christian 
happiness — vital, timely 
messages that reveal the 


true joy and peace set 
forth in the Beatitudes 
of Jesus. 


Discussing the eight 
basic qualities outlined in 
this portion of the world’s greatest sermon, 
Dr. Sockman offers minister and layman a 
fresh conception of happiness, a concrete 
guide to attaining it, and new incentive and 
power for proclaiming it to others. $2 


PREACHING THE MIRACLES 
OF JESUS 


By HILLYER H. 
STRATON. A sound, 
discerning study of the 
Gospel miracles--clear, 
stimulating expositions 
that bring forth their 
rich and plentiful ser- 
mon ideas and point 
to their meaning for 
congregations today. 
Each episode is treated 
in detail--clearly, schol- 
arly, reverently. Each is placed within the 
earthly ministry of Jesus and related to his 
major teachings. Here, for every preacher, 
is a rich new source of fresh, effective 
sermons. $2.50 


; LINER We STRATON 


WHEN the CHURCH was YOUNG 


By CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL. In the book 
of Acts, says Dr. Chappell, lies the solution 
to the problems our churches face today. 
Here he presents seventeen forceful, inspiring 
messages from those days when the Church 
was young--bringing vividly to life the 
valiant men who took part, pointing to their 
universal solutions of the problems of every 
age. $2 


at your bookstore 


© A bingdon-Cokesbury 
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The book presents in non-technical terms the case 
against federated or united fund-raising campaigns. 
The author states the case for the various national 
organizations, who conduct their campaigns independ- 
ently and refuse to cooperate in any fund-raising 
movement. The main argument is that more money 


can be raised by several drives spread over the year 
than by one drive. A man would rather give five 
dollars per month for six months than to give twenty 
dollars cash. It is true also that people will give more 
generously to causes in which they have a lively per- 


sonal interest. 

However, as one lays the book down it is with the 
impression that it is a defensive appeal for the Red 
Cross, National Tuberculosis Association, the American 


Cancer Society, and others who feel that they can get 
more for their cause than they would if they united. 
The argument that the public supports these independ- 
ent drives does not always mean that the public ap- 
proves. It may mean more high pressure which drains 
money away from local efforts. 

It is a very interesting book, well written, on a yv_tal 
theme, but to at least one reader the argument was not 
100% conclusive. Ministers can learn much from his 
book about fund-raising.—Charles F. Banning. 


SPOKESMAN FOR GOD, The Great Teachers of the 
Old Testament. By Edith Hamilton. W. W. Norton & 


Co. $3.00. 

Edith Hamilton has written in a beautiful style, 
which presents the great personalities of the Old 
Testament in alluring and unforgettable fashion. The 


men of those days are so clear and vivid in the mind 
of the author that she makes the reader see them in 
their struggles after truth and in their problems with 
the people they faced. To her, the Bible is the great 
book of human experience. The ways of God and the 
ways of men were equally interesting to the Hebrew 
writers, and nothing else interested them at all. For 
them the Old Testament was a matter of human rela- 
tions. Religion must require men to act so as not to 
injure one another. Religion must make the condi- 
tions of living better. Therefore, Isaiah is a radical, 
Jeremiah is a pacifist, and Ezekiel is the exponent of 
organized religion. It is a challenging viewpoint with 
which to re-read the Old Testament. Miss Hamilton 
presents her material in a unique and intriguing man- 
ner.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


THESE MY BRETHREN. By Ralph A. Fenton. Rural 
Church Department, Drew Seminary. Pamphlet $.40. 

This booklet is a report on a study of 1,542 Negro 
families and 570 Negro churches in the Rural South. 
Each home and Church was visited. Fifteen teachers 
in Southern colleges did the field work. The report is 
neither Northern nor Southern, white nor colored. It is 
an objective sociological and religious survey showing 
actual conditions. The thirteen-chapters deal with the 
type of houses in which the Negroes live, their farms 
and churches. They also describe the pastors, their 
education, the type of services they conduct, and the 
.methods by which they raise their money. Signs of 
progress are given for the future. The report is being 
distributed on a non-profit basis, and may be secured 
from the Rural Church Department, Drew Seminary, 
Madison, N. J. 


THE BOOK OF EXODUS. By Charles R. 
Revell. 114 pp. $1.75. , 

This is a most helpful book for both a minister or 
layman. It would be of exceptional assistance to 
teachers of Sunday School classes. The Book of 
Exodus is described in graphic fashion.. It reads like 


Erdman. 
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a story, the details of which, in this form, make a 


deep impression on the mind. : 
Dr. Erdman presents the contents of Exodus in a 
popular rather than an academic manner. Yet mean- 


ings and interpretations of real insight are given. The 
exposition is divided into four parts, the Deliverance, 
the Journey to Sinai, the Law, and the Tabernacle. 

In the section dealing with the Deliverance, Moses is 
pictured in the full majesty of his character. The de- 
tailed conditions of Egypt are described. The meaning 
of the fateful decision of Moses is enumerated. The 
methods of God’s dealing with Pharoh is a basis for 
an exposition of God’s dealings in history. In con- 
sidering the Journey to Sinai the difficulties of the 
Hebrew people are described, and God’s refreshing help 
in times of trouble are notated. The strength of 
Moses in the wilderness is inspiring to read. Wherever 
possible, the author draws the parallels with either the 
New Testament teaching or Christ’s fulfillment. 

The description of the Law reveals Moses as the 
legislator; it traces historically the origin of the law. 
This section gives keen insights into both the mean- 
ing of the Commandments and the Secondary Laws. 
Comparisons are made with Christ’s teachings concern- 
ing the limitations of the law. In the final division 
on the Tabernacle the description reads like a fasci- 
nating story. Not only the Ark, but its contents are 
given meaning. The entire book reveals the funda- 
mental Old Testament basis of the teachings of Christ 
and the Christian faith. 

Dr. Erdman’s exposition of The Book of Exodus is a 
valuable addition to any religious library—A. Wallace 
Copper. 


ON TOWARD THE GOAL. 
John Knox. 159 pp. $2.00. 

The author is minister of the Mt. Lebanon Presby- 
terian Church in Pittsburgh. His family Church was 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian: He has served 
in that Church, in the United Presbyterian, the Presby- 
terian U. S., and now the Presbyterian U. S. A. With 
his name and such a background, into which has also 
to be fitted a Baptist Seminary, one naturally looks 
for certain definite elements in the preaching. He 
finds them: strength of conviction, the theology of a 
conservative, depth of thought and feeling, sure foot- 
ing, and withal considerable beauty. These sermons 
are strong, evangelical, and appealing. The first three 
sermons seem to indicate one mold of structure and 
thought. However, after that he goes into topics of 
edification and devotion, and gives a fairly wide vari- 
ety. They are well and fitly illustrated, logically con- 
structed and developed. Imagery, travel, historical] in- 
cident, prose and poetry serve their turns. The book 
provides a worthwhile study for the sermon-builder, 
and will suggest many themes for blue Monday. (One 
may be allowed to wonder if it is advisable to throw a 
whole mouthful of Latin at an average congregation — 
or even a campus congregation, for that matter! 
(pg. 57).—_Wm. Tait Paterson. 


By John Calvin Reid. 


CALLED—IN HONOR. By Charles B. Tupper. The 
Bethany Press, St. Louis. 1949. 158 pages. $2.00. — 

Since the work of the Christian minister deals almost 
daily with the standards of ethics for other men in 
other callings, it is imperative that the minister him- 
self shall have the highest code of ethics for himself 
and that he should follow this code seriously and 
scrupulously. This book by the minister of the First 
Christian Church of Springfield, Ill., presents “a warm 
creative matrix out of which high ethical conduct may 
issue.” Dr. Tupper begins, in the true beginning, with 
a life called into God’s service by God Himself, and 
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CARILLONIC 


Schulmerich — 


e OFFERS Carillon instruments 
of from one to sixty-one notes 
suited to every church’s needs. 


e OFFERS every type of automatic 
device for playing “‘Carillonic 
Bells” with swinging and tolling 
effects of one or more notes. 


e OFFERS a fully modern roll- 
player that reproduces hand- 
played selections punched on 
durable plastic. 


e OFFERS an unqualified two- 
year guarantee on any complete 
installation. 


These are a few important 
reasons why more than 1,000 
churches of all denominations 
throughout the world have 
installed Schulmerich instru- 
ments—and why you should 
consult us when you consider bells. 


Write to 


SCHULMERICH ELECTRONICS, INC. 
191 CARILLON HILL, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


wary, 1950 
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$8.75 


Thumb-Indexed 
Edition $10 


Ihe Cesoepslele 
— CONCORDANCE 


The name “Strong’s” Concordance is as 
significant as the term “Sterling” applied 
to silver. Here is the standard reference 
work—an unfailing authority! 


STRONG’S Exhaustive 
Concordance of the BIBLE 


To possess Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 
of the Bible is to own a Bible Library ina 
single volume. The 1809 pages comprise 
the equivalent of four books. First, the 
Main Concordance, containing in alphae 
betical order, every word in the Bible and 
every passage in which that word appears, 
Then, there is a Comparative Concord- 
ance of the Authorized and Revised vere 
sions, including certain American variae 
tions. This is followed by a concise Hee’ 
brew and Chaldee Dictionary, with pro- 
nunciation clearly indicated And, finally, 
a Greek Dictionary of the New Testament, 

All this wealth of material, to which a 
hundred scholars gave a lifetime of effort, 
may now be yours, to treasure and to use, 
for only $8.75 (or indexed edition for 
your convenience, just $10), 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 


r---- Order from your Bookseller! ----j 


Please Send Me: 
Strong’s Concordance [_] $8.75 [_] $10 
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: Name 
; Address 
I 

I 

I 
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I 
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i 


City ee Sit) 


$_____——* Enclosed 


If Sales Tax applies in your state, 
please add necessary amount. 
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Attractive, 


CHURCH BUILDER 
DIME GLEANER 

HELPING HAND . 
DIMESHELPER ~. 


ity 
FIVE DOLLARS 


ll 


“Bible 
andbook 


150 Photos and Maps. ' Size 4(x6x1 
An ABBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY: with notes 
on every book in the Bible, Archaeological Discoveries, 
How We Got the Bible, and an Epitome of Church History. 

There is nothing published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much practical Bible information 


Book OF a Lifetime...FOR a Lifetime 
Loved alike by Young and Old 


Especially valuable for S S Teachers and Bible Students 
Widely used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly commended by leading Magazines and Ministers 
(Full particulars sent on request) 
764 pages. Cloth Binding. Only $2.00. 
Order from your Bookstore, or 


H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, Illinois 


18th Edition. 


then proceeds to show the ethics required for such a 
man in the various avenues along which his service 
will take him. There are ethics for the personal life. 
There are ethics in the Church he serves. There are 
ethics for the relation he bears to other ministers, both 
in and out of his denomination. And there are ethics 
for the work in the community. The volume closes 
with “‘My Ministerial Code of Ethics.” It is a volume 
which will help every Christian minister adjust his life 
and work in better ethical fashion.—Charles Haddon 
Nabers. 


WHEN THY FACE I SEE. By A. C. OLDSEN. 
man. 131 pp. $2.25. 

The twelve sermons of this volume were written with 
a particular congregation in mind, providing a fine ex- 
ample of good, scriptural and _ inspirational preaching 
during the Lenten season. The author is pastor of a 
University Church and a faculty member and well- 
known as an excellent sermonizer of the Lutheran 
Church. Nine sermons are on the different “looks” 
one may see in the face of Christ — The Glorified Look, 
the Sorrowful Look, the Gracious Look, etc.—one is 
for Maundy Thursday, one for Good Friday, and one 
“Living Forever.” Comments on the face or appear- 
ance of Jesus lead directly to texts describing the 
particular “look”? and set the picture. Out of the 
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Strong, Inexpensive—they offer 


QUARTER GLEANER a So ees 


DOLLAR IN DIMES 


Descriptive circular on request 


THE ACME COIN COLLECTORS 


For Encouraging Eyen Your Most Important Projects 


you a popular and 
successful method. 

Collects 20 Quarters 
<. <eee eee os 50 Dimes 

’ ° . 50 

30 

20 

10 


” . . . . . . 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM COMPANY 
150 Nassau Street 


New York 7, N. Y. 


Biblical story he draws the thought which he express 
in simple language with abundant Scripture reference 
His conclusions not only present to us a picture of f 
Master, but also urge the reader to follow His exampl] 
thus continuing the ‘look’ through the Church today 

Thus: ‘‘The gracious look of the Saviour moves | 
to look graciously upon those who have offended v 

. . If we refuse to forgive others our resentme 
may not immediately show in our faces—it may; 
will inevitably show in our lives.’’ Illustrations, 
story, quotation or poetry, are very few; the tellil 
of the Scripture story is sufficient without such elab 
ration. Yet his vast pastoral experience and knowled, 
of sermonic literature are evident in the author’s trea 
ment of his themes.—Claude Richmond. 


DOGMATICS IN OUTLINE. Karl Bartsch. Translat 
by G. T. Thomson. Philosophical Library, New Yor 
1949. 155 pp. $3.75. 

Here is a great little book by the most influenti 
theologian of the century. The book is little only — 
the number of pages; big in the deep and tremendo 
themes discussed and in the quality of its closely-kr 
thinking. It is perhaps the best work of Bartsch’s 
commend to English-reading students to give a fair id 
of what has given the author his high position in # 
theological world and his leadership in the sharp tui 
to a deeper insight, and to a firmer grasp of reveal 
truth. The plan is an exposition of the Apostles’ Cree 
beginning with chapters on The Task, and then « 
Faith, as Trust, Knowledge, and Confession. T 
treatment follows the order of the Creed thenceforth 

However one may differ with Bartsch, there is 3 
denying his depth, his Christian positiveness, his soul 
emphasis on the absoluteness of Christianity in t 
midst of a world of shallow pragmatisms and relati 
ties. The author’s trenchant style has much to do wi 
his effectiveness. He is readable, but never to 
merely skimmed. There are many things in Barthi: 
thought we cannot follow, the utter otherness of G 
which seems to make any contact at all impossible t 
tween Him and finite, sinful man, and seeming — 
necessitate unconditioned predestination. So also in } 
denial of any sort of natural revelation insoluble dif 
culties arise in understanding both the incarnation a 
the union of natures in Christ. But it is not necessa 
to agree in order to profit. This book will lead t 
reader deep into the divine fundamentals of 0 
Christian faith, will make him grapple with the gre 
questions himself, and make him think. It is th 
strongly recommended.—Paul H. Roth. ; F 


CHAIRS ano TABLES 


FOLDING, NON-FOLDING, STEEL, woop 
. 


CHAI R comp NY 


OF AMERICA 


No. 6 


Write for free 
catalogue and 
price list. 


PLEASE MENTION REQUIREMENTS. 
"‘We Seat the Nation'' 
""MAY WE SERVE YOU TOO?" 


COMPANY OF AMERICA : 


= Dept. 1,1186 BROADWAY, NEW YORK1,N.Y. 


OO 
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youth, and welcome every Sunday. Eight- 
page papers full of stories, colorful illus- 
trations, including a page of youth topic 
material, letters, and expert counsel and 
advice to Christian young people. Three 
papers build attendance, kindle enthu- 
siasm in Bible reading and study, help de- 
velop spiritual life of readers. Low in price. 


Send for FREE SAMPLES today 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 East Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio, 


Junior Life, Boy Life and Girlhood are 
very popular with Junior and teen-age 


0 MORE CHOICE SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. By 
B. F. Hallock. Harper. 305 pp. $2.75. 

The book is correctly named: these are choice ser- 
ms for children, presented in concise and effective 
rm by a writer who knows a good sermon when he 
counters one, whether for an adult or for a child. 
ere are more than a score of bird biographies which 
e entirely new for a volume of this character, and 
iny other unexplored fields which yield-a rich har- 
st, such as nature study, legends, fables and folk- 
‘e. Many of the stories would not only make ad- 
rable messages for the boys and girls in the con- 
egation Sunday morning, but would add zest and 
wer to the regular adult sermon when woven_into 
2 manuscript as illustrations. Like all Harper books, 
is attractively printed and easily read.—Charles 
tddon Nabers. 


.RBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE. Fleming H. Revell 
mpany, New York. 416 pages. 1949. $2.75. 

The forty-fifth annual volume of this popular guide 
- the teaching of the International Sunday School 
sons for 1950 is well up to the high standard set 
ny years ago, and maintained faithfully by the 
itors. The matter is not stretched out unduly, and 
» materials are always pertinent. The outlines are 
yple and effective. The difficult passages of Scrip- 
re are made clear to the reader, the historical and 
graphical backgrounds of the text is set forth, and 
» topics are discussed both for adults and for the 
ermediate-senior age group. The teacher who uses 
s guide will be helped much.—Charles Haddon 
bers. 


‘ 
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BE GLAD YOU’RE A PROTESTANT! 
By Harry C. Munro. Bethany Press. $1.50. 

Doctor Munro’s book is a noteworthy addition to 
the growing literature on Protestantism which has 
sprung up in the wake of Reformation Day obsery- 
ances Most of it is intellectually respectable, free 
from undue passion and stresses the affirmations of 
Protestantism rather than its negations. All of which 


serves to differentiate it from the unhappy ‘Anti- 
Catholic” product of the Ku Klux Klan era. 
The author’s distinctly educational approach is to 


be expected from a former staff official of the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. The seven 
sermons included were preached at the early Sunday 
morning services of the First Congregational Church 
of Lockport, Illinois, to a congregation composed 
largely of young people and boys and girls of junior 
age, After each service they spent a half hour in 
discussing the sermon under the guidance of leaders 
who had been equipped with suitable outlines. The 
results of this procedure appear in the printed volume 
where each chapter is followed by a discussion out- 
line which includes true and false tests. This feature 
fits the book espeeially for use by young people’s 
and adult church school classes and by groups pre- 
paring for church membership. The contents will aid 
any pastor who plans to preach a series of sermons 
on the same subject. 

The author’s viewpoint is that of “left-wing” 
Protestantism. Right-wingers may not think that his 
doctrine of the church is wholly adequate. 

The closing chapter on “Our Protestant Future’’ is 
cogent and moving. Emphasis is laid on the fact that 
each local congregation has two primary relationships 
—one to its denomination, the other to neighboring 
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American Folding Chair No. 44 


American Folding Chair No. 47—Same 
fine construction, with seat and back 
upholstered in high-grade brown imita- 
tion leather. 


chmneucult FOLDING CHAIR “44” 


meets many church needs economically 


Comfortable, quiet, convenient—the American "“Forty-Four” 
is ideal all-purpose folding chair for choir, Sunday schools, 
socials, banquets, and other meetings. Durable—tubular steel 
frame, solid-steel cross braces. Quiet—folds quickly and 
quietly. Safe—can't tip over in use; no snagging, pinching or 
soiling hazards. Light and compact, easy to store. Five-ply 
urea-resin-bonded hardwood seat, durably lacquered. All 
metal parts finished in dipped baked enamel. Replaceable 
rubber feet. Top value in comfort, good looks, durability. 


cAmerican Seating Company 


Branch Offices and Distributors in Principal Cities 


Grand Rapids 2, Michigan 


Through the Bible 
Book by Book 


By DR. W. S. HOTTEL 


(Chief expositor of the “Christian Life” 
Series Sunday School literature. Sample 
copies are available.) 


These studies comprise a course on 
Bible synthesis and are designed to 
make the student thoroughly familiar 
with the content of Scripture. Shows 
the inter-relation between the Books of 
the Bible. An inexhaustible source of 
suggestive material for teaching and 
sermonizing. 

Approximately 100 pages to each volume 
Size 534 x 8% inches 
Uniformly bound in durable red cloth 
23-B-05154— Vol. 1—Genesis, Exodus 

23-B-05154A— Vol. 2—Leviticus 
23-B-05154B— Vol. 3—Numbers - Ruth 


23-B-05 154C— 
Vol. 4—I Samuel - Song of Solomon 


23-B-05154D— Vol. 5—Isaiah - Daniel 
23-B-05154E— Vol. 6—Hosea - Malachi 


Price, each volume, $1.25, postpaid 


Address 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 


Box 6059 
CLEVELAND 1, OHIO 


MINISTERS — AUTO DISPLAY PLATES. 
Made of steel; enamel finish. Glossy, dur- 
ab!e. White Cross on Blue field, with word 
“Clergy.'' Size 23/4 in. x 434 in. 
Price: $3.00 per pair, postpaid. 
Send today to— 


CROSS EMBLEM CO. 


11 W. 42nd St. (Dept. EX250) 
New York 18, N. Y. 


congregations in the community. So far, the fir 
has received almost exclusive attention while the se 
ond has been grievously neglected. The time has com 
for equality of treatment. Protestantism must becom 
more Protestant. The problem posed by lazy Protes 
ants needs to be faced and mastered. These col 
clusions will find wide acceptance—KHdward Lair 
Mills. 


DIVINE LORD AND SAVIOR. 
By Albertus Pieters. Revell. $2.00. 

The author is professor emeritus of English Bibl 
and Missions in Western Theological Seminary. H 
has written here on the meaning and method oc 
Salvation. The book is in two parts. “Why an 
Savior’ is the question discussed in Part I ‘““‘Why Thi 
Savior” is Part II. 

The book is scholarly, conservative, Biblical an 
timely. Samuel M. Zwemer says in the introductio 
that, “this is the best brief apologetic for the fait 
of our fathers I have seen in years.” 

In every book the reader finds one chapter tha 
stands out. For this reader the Chapter on, ‘Doe 
He Really Save?” was excellent. The author does n¢ 
claim too much but after a convincing array of ey 
dence he closes the chapter thus; “Don’t be an inte 
lectual mole. Open your eyes and see who does thes 
things. It is He, the Savior of the World, and H 
alone.’’—Charles F. Banning. 


THINGS THAT MATTER. 
By Bishop Charles Henry Brent. Edited by Frederick W 
Kates. Harper & Brothers. 132 pp. $1.50. 

This is the Presiding Bishop’s book for Lent an 
brings into the limelight again the life and writing 
of a man who labored manfully and_ creativel 
throughout a generation for the cause of peace, brothe: 
hood, and the World Church. His great-hearted spir 
lives again in the pages of this little volume, inte 


‘preted both by the biographical sketch of his life an 


by the selections from his writings. , 

Bishop Brent’s writings are arranged in four section 
THINGS THAT MATTER, “THAT THEY ALL MAY B 
ONE”, MAN’S MEETING WITH GOD, and THE LAS 
GREAT ADVENTURE. a 

His writings possess a quiet, masterful confidenc 
and insight which give them strength and validity ¢ 
unusual order. They read well, especially so in vie 
of the fact that they speak across the silence of #1 
grave. The portions are well selected and give evident 
to the depths of the Bishop’s spiritual understandin 


The Fzhos ; 


‘he passages dealing with the theme 
isually beautiful in utterance and thought-provoking 
character. They will bear much study and re-reading 
ministers and laymen alike. 

he last section on “The Last Great Adventure” is 
challenging statement on the wherefore and whither 
life and deserves much pondering in these troublous 
7S. 

Jnlike previous books chosen by the Presiding Bishop, 
3 book comes with a radiant halo and a trumpet call. 
will be widely acclaimed by questing, thoughtful 
ders.—John W. McKelvey. 
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Mid-Week Suggestions 


The Hills of God 


Organ: “Ave Maria” —Shubert. 

Call to Prayer: “He that is mighty hath done 
me great things; holy is His name.” 

Hymn: “Come Thou Almighty King, Help 
Thy Name to Sing.” 

Psalm: 50, responsively. 

oo “Lord Jesus, When We Stand 
BN) 3. 

Scripture: 1 Samuel 10:1-7. Rev. 10:1-11. 
Hymn: “Great God, from Whom all Bless- 
os Flow.” 


Meditation: The story read from 1 Samuel tells 
of a farmers young son on an errand to find 
ay beasts belonging to his father’s herd, and 
1en he failed to find them, he goes to Samuel the 
sr for help; Samuel being a man. of spiritual in- 
tht sees far beyond the little business of the day 
on which Saul had come for help. He sees into 
e future and beholds a future king of his nation. 
ul, who came for help to find wandering beasts 
s found a kingdom! 
Naturally, he was surprised and stunned, saying, 
im not I a Benjamite, the smallest of the tribes of 
ael? and my family the least of all the families 
_.”? Upon Samuel’s insistence, Saul was gripped 
th the idea of what God had in store for his 
tion, and his part in bringing it to pass. The 
son says briefly, ‘““God gave him another heart,” 
d the farmer’s son turns his heart and brain from 
e simple errand upon which he had come seeking 
Ip to the work to which God has called him. 
As we review the story of Saul’s development for 
e great role he is to take for God, we are made 
rare of the important foundation he had in the 
me in which he was taught love, consideration for 
hers, and above all great faith; in being able to 
re and work with others, and accept their coopera- 
mm in a common bond of brotherhood; in being 
le to see beyond the present through his great faith 
God, and what was in store for his nation, in 
ite of the fact than an enemy nation was ruler 
present, who kept garrisons to maintain order and 
llect tribute. Although one of these garrisons was 
itioned in a strong fort on the “Hill of God”, 
ul’s faith made it possible for him to see beyond 
at sign of bondage, to a day when the power of 
od would lead his people to overcome that bondage 
rough a leadership still in the making. How did 
ul know when he was ready to assume the leader- 
? Samuel pointed the way for Saul, as he does 
us, “When these signs come unto thee. . . do 
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GOWN 5S 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style 
Book C17, Pulpit Apparel Style Book 


CP67. Ask for Budget Payment Plan 


Confirmation Gowns — rental or sale. 


E+ R * MOORE COMPANY 


932 Dakin St. 11 West 42nd St. 
Chicago 13,1Il. New York 18,N. ¥. 


HIGHEST IN QUALITY 


Quality attracts ¢ 
whether inf 
preaching, sing- 
ing, architecture 
or furnishings. 
Thisiswhy“The [ 
Service Hymnal’ 
will advance your 
work inthe church 
and school. It is a 
book of quality— 
in materials, man- 
ufacture and bind- 
ing as well as in 
musical contents, 
Scripture readings : 
and spiritual force. : 


THE SERVICE HYMNAL 


Send for FREE sample copy; you will 
sense instinctively its fitness for every re- 
ligious need. Descants to established tunes 
are a popular feature. First classified 
hymnal to be completely orchestrated. 
Bound superbly in lacquered ‘“‘Class A” 
cloth, tarnish-proof gold embossing, tinted 
edges, price only $100 a 100, not prepaid. 


— 


If your church needs new 
hymnals mail us coupon giv- 
ing your official church title, 
the name and denomination 
of your Church, tell us when 
you expect to buy and wewill 
send a Free sample of “The 
Service Hymnal” and our 
folder of ‘Finance Plans’ for 
easy purchase of new books. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1692 


only the best i song books CoM PANY 


5701 BO West Lake Street Chicago 44, Illinois 
Please send Free Sample. Below is desired information. 


Official 
_ Ons 


Name. 


Address 


City State 
Plan to buy 
Lehn (Date) 


Pastor z Aid. 
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BRONZE TABLETS : 
ghee kA “CO.,INC. 
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CHOIR VESTMENTS 


CLERICAL SUITS 
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Cc. M. ALMY & SON, Inc. 
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AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


CHOIR GOWNS 
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THE C. E. WARD CO. 
New London, Ohio 
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NO STENCILS 3 
NO PLATES 
Make original list 


on your typewri- 
| ter. Address cards, 


‘Pats. Appl’d 
~ 
1 envelopes, circulars, etc., at the rate of 20 per minute. |. 


See your office supply dealer or send us his name and | 
we will mail complete information. 
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as the occasion serves thee: for God is with thee.’ — 

Based on comments by R. W. Stewart, Glasgow, % 

“The Visions Splendid’, Expository Times. a 
Hymn: “Christ, whose Glory Fills the Skies. 


Reader: “God With Us.” 


God with us in the morning 
In His inspiring way, 

To hearten us for meeting 
The test of everyday. 


God with us in our working, 
Whatever we may do, 
To keep our minds from shirking 
And keep His will in view. 


God with us in the nighttime, 
When we prepare to rest; 
‘This is indeed the right time, 

By Him to be most blessed. 


Throughout life’s day of striving, 
God with us in His grace, 
Till, happily surviving, 
We greet Him face to face. 
Exchange. 


Hymn: “Father All Glorious, O’er all Vic 


torious.”’ 

Prayer: (Especially for the coming of the Hol 
spirit to show us~the way toward our individuz 
responsibilities in seeking God’s Will and acceptin 
the duties assigned to us in bringing to pass whe 
God in His wisdom designs.) 

Benediction. 

Organ: ‘“Match’’—Louden. 


II. Faith Builds Heroes 


Organ: “Devotion’-—Mansfield. 

Call to Prayer: “I bow my knees unto the Fathe 
from Whom every family in Heaven and on eart 
is named, that He would grant you, according 1 
the riches of His glory, that he may be strengthene 
with power through His Spirit.” 

Hymn: “Lord Jesus, when we Stand Afar. 


Psalm: 71, responsively. 

Hymn: “Come Holy Ghost, my Soul Pr 
pare.” 
_ Scripture: 1 Samuel 11:12-15. Isaiah 45:: 
13. Luke 18:18-27. — 

Hymn: “Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead us. 


Meditation: “The things which are impossible wi 
men are possible with God.” The inspired man nee 
no programme; with indomitable faith in the lo 
and power of God, he will seize every chance to « 
that which God gives him strength to do. 

Atom bombs, or no Atom bombs! Peace on eart 
gcd will among men, or annihilation for the hum: 
amily! Devotion to articles of destruction, disi 
tegration, or devotion toward brotherhood, unde 
standing, healing, and nations who know “that the 
signs have come upon them . . . to do as occasi 
serves: for God is with them.” 

Man must find the way to God! Man, individual 
must rediscover Pentecost! Man must find the Divi 
Light to guide him into the path where God, t 
maker of all things, directs the next step. A hi, 
school boy once told Dr. J. C. Massee “that — 
found it impossible to accept salvation based up: 


The Exposit 
< : 3 4 


e life of Jesus Christ, as a substitute for him.” 
e believed firmly that he must pay his own debts, 
nich process would show him the way ahead to 
tn his own salvation. When he became convinced 
at salvation through Jesus Christ must be earned 
rough walking in His steps in service to God and 
an, he understood that this was earning salvation, 
dividually, personnally, which would reflect itself 
the upward path of mankind. 

Saul, like the ruler in Luke’s story, had a great 
stiny before him; a great opportunity for his day. 
here are the Sauls in our present national and 
yrld destinies? who view with concern and alarm 
> growing hazards built by men who fail to recog- 
ze the signs, fail to grasp the power of God to do 
ynders and work deliverance among those who hear 
3 voice, and do his bidding. Alas, too many in 
wer among the nations are like the ‘‘certain ruler,” 
10 say and believe “All these have I kept from my 
uth up’, but when they are told, “yet lackest thou 
e thing: sell all . . . . and come, follow me,” they 
> turn sadly and go back to their committee-rooms, 
sir boards, and commissions; they too are very 
trrowful, for they are very powerful, holding the 
stiny of this nation and other nations in their 
nds. 

Jesus aware of the ruler’s sorrow, and the obstacles 
lich caused his decision, said, ‘The things which 
2 impossible with men are possible with God.’ 
ave we the faith to build upon this “Hill of God"? 
ave we the insight to read the signs aright? Have 
: the gift of the Holy Spirit to provide the insight, 
€ compassion, the love, that will make us fit and 
ick to carry out the will of God, knowing that 
sod is with us?” “The things which are impossible 
ith men are possible with God.’’-—(J.C.M.) 


Hymn: ‘Take My Life, and Let it Be...” 
Reader: ‘Grace of Courage.” 


So speaks the spirit with inspired pride: 
“From challenge, I shall neither run nor hide; 
For this I know: The Lord is on my side. 
“To every day’s new battle, I shall ride 
Armored by Him, life’s all-trustworthy Guide. 
I have no fear: The Lord is on my side. 


“And come what will, I shall His will abide; 
I am with Truth and Right Omnipotent allied. 
What more needs faith? The Lord is on my side.” 


Hymn: Soldiers of Christ, Arise . .” 


Prayer: (Especially for the gift of the Holy Spirit 
on each worshipper present, upon those in places 
power and position, and a joyous acceptance of 
vine leadership in our efforts to bring about a 
aceful world.) 


Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Imighty.”” 
Benediction. 


Organs Sortie’ —Matthews. 


Methodists Give $9,813.847 For Church 
Work in Year 
Methodist giving during the last year totaled 
ove amount for the church’s work, it was an- 
unced in Chicago, June 7, 1949. ; 
The major amount went for world service— 
,672,360. Special gifts received in the denomi- 
tion’s “Advance for Christ and His Church” pro- 
am amounted to $1,353,415. In_ addition, 
88,072 was received for overseas relief during a 
yveek of dedication” last March. 
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Send for FREE Catalog con- 
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tins made by us. A post card 
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ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Ashtabula, Ohio 


Splendid for Easter Presentation. Crosses, Vases, 
Candlesticks, Candelabras, Missal Stands, Offer- 
ing Plates, Chalices, Ciboriums, Patens. Booklet 
of designs submitted on request. 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 801, Scranton, Pa. 


STOCK FORM, or PRINTED TO YOUR ORDER 


MPANY 
AN he whee \OWA : 
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Ww " Individual 

THE SANITARY Communion CUPS 

CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY | 

Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


a 
Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


Church Tindows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second Si., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, S 
) and we will submit quotations 4 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog, samples on request. /{fWV 
4 State your needs, name of 
x4 Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
» & Co. 1155 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Illinois. 


sYou Can Print 
Your Own Bulletins 


Church calendars, letters to members, 
cards, notices, programs, ete. Do them 
poureelé at cost of paper and ink only. 
) Sayemoney.Solddirectfrom factoryonly. 

Raised printing like engraving too. Good 
income printing for others in spare 
time. Have home print shop, Pays for it- 
\ Wea self in a short time. Hasy rules supplied. 

\N)/ Write for free catalog and all details. 
Kelsey Corp., R-32 Meriden, Conn. 
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Pulpit Hangings - Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers - Communion Linens 
Embroideries - Fabrics 


S 
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CHURCH BULLETINS 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
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Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
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ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
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FOR SALE: 20 Church Pews, 12 ft. 6 in. long, 
condition and very comfortable. White Oak. 
Calvin Ziegler, R.F.D. No. 1, Tiffin, Ohio. 
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in excellent 
Contact Mr. 


Washington 

(From page 55) 

and Christian enlightenment. But Lincoln 
almost three-quarters of a century later, whe: 
to refuse a challenge took far less courage tha 
in the time of Washington, accepted the chal 
lenge of Shields, and only at the last momen 
was saved from the tragedy of a cruel an 
bloody duel. ; 

Washington was a stronger ruler than Lir 
coln. Lincoln had great faith in persuasio 
and influence; but Washington, at the time o 
Shay’s rebellion, said to Adams, ‘Influence i 
not government.” Abraham Lincoln in th 
president’s chair in 1794, the time of th 
Whiskey Rebellion, would have been a nation 
calamity. Washington in the president’s chai 
at the time of Buchanan, might have averted th 
Civil War; and, in Lincoln’s place, during th 
first weeks after the inauguration in 1861 
Washington would have taken measures whic 
if not preventing war altogether, would hav 
reduced it to less serious proportions. 

Both were men of tender hearts. At Valle 
Forge, Washington, walking through . th 
Camps, would turn and go down another stree 
rather than pass a man who was strung up fe 
punishment. A weeping widow or orphan wa 
almost sure to secure from Lincoln a pardo 
for a deserter. Yet Washington, on occasior 
was adamant in severity and resolution. H 
sent the youthful and attractive Major Andr 
to the gallows, and would not permit him eve 
the poor boon of a soldier's death. 

Washington, after the storm of the Revolv 
tion, was permitted to live to a ripe age; an 
however great he was in war, he was muc 
greater in peace, and as the president and ac 
ministrator of the government. Lincoln pei 
ished in the moment of the nation’s gre: 
victory. Washington lived to see the strugglin 
colonies become a nation. Lincoln died ju: 
when the unity of the nation had been restore 
and its foundation cemented in blood. 

Both have become tests and standards ¢ 
personal character and public greatness. Whe 
we think of Washington, we think of th 
sacredness of government and the majesty ¢ 
law and order. When we think of Lincoln, w 
think of the sorrows, the sufferings and th 
hopes of mankind. Washington towers highe 
just as his noble memorial shaft in the Capit 


‘which bears his name rises higher than th 


Lincoln Memorial. But Lincoln is broader an 
more representative of the hopes, the sorrow 
and the aspirations of his nation, just as h 
magnificent Memorial on the Potomac 
broader and wider, and warmer than the col 
Washington shaft. = 
z 
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Were we to call up the spirit of Washing- 
ton and ask him to give us his verdict on 
Lincoln, imagination can hardly conjecture 
what he would say. But Lincoln, speaking on 


Washington’s Birthday, 1842, at the Second Pulpit end choir: 


Presbyterian Church in Springfield, Ilinois, e 
spoke thus of Washington: “This is the birth- y i Ale Headquarters for 
day of Washington. Washington is the ATL RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


mightiest name on earth. On that name no é CHO EGER iidve < Sholed 
eulogy is expected. It cannot be. To add i Y embroideries « Vestments 
brightness to the sun, or glory to the name of 
Washington, is alike impossible. Let no one 
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and in its naked, deathless splendor, leave it = | 
_ shining on.” 
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